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Abstract: Framework Based Teaching (FBT) is an instructional method that incorporates International Financial
Reporting Standards (IFRS) in teaching with the goal of engaging students focused primarily on the principles
of accounting (principles based approach). FBT approach encourages students to improve their understanding
on the economic substance of the underlying transactions and logical formulation of Malaysian Financial
Reporting Standards (MFRS)s. This teaching approach intends to develop a clear understanding of accounting
standards and interpretations to facilitate students to have a more comprehensive understanding of MFRS.
Hence, this will nevertheless help the students to be more competence in making the necessary judgements
when applying financial reporting standards to cope with unseen situations.The objective of this study is to
investigate the factors that contribute to the effectiveness of FBT method and the impact on student’s learning
technique among students in UiTM Puncak Alam. Interviews were conducted with three experienced lecturers
using the traditional and the FBT method. Results reveal that among the factors that influence the FBT method
is the readiness of the lecturers in teaching and the preparations of the students before attending the financial
reporting class. Besides that, with FBT methodology being implemented in classroom, students are more aware
of the current issues in financial accounting and the relationship with the MFRS. Students are more
independent and know how to refer to the standards to look for information. In addition, students are more well
verse with the Standards and easily remember the importance of the disclosure and reporting requirements as
stated in the MFRS.
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INTRODUCTION competenceto make the necessary judgements when

The implementation  of  a  Framework-Based unseen situations.
Teaching (FBT) approach of Malaysian Financial By drawing from the student learning and education
Reporting  Standard  (MFRS) is one of the attempts to literature, previous researchers had conducted a study to
instil richer learning experiences into student learning investigate whether there are significant differences
process. This teaching approach is an instructional between the effectiveness of different teaching methods
method that incorporates International Financial on students’ academic performance. The results show
Reporting Standards (IFRS) with the goal of engaging that teaching methods has significant positive influence
students focused primarily on the principles of on students’ academic achievements [1]. Study by [2]
accounting (principles based approach) and why revealed that an innovative teaching method is more
particular accounting techniques are used to process the effective as compared to the other traditional teaching
related information. This teaching approach intends to methods of the study. 
develop a clear understanding of accounting standards Besides teaching method, the education literature has
and interpretations, thus students will have a more provides evidences of many factors as important
comprehensive understanding of MFRS and determinants on  learning   outcomes   that   students  can

applying financial reporting standards to cope with
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achieve and the methods that educators use. The ‘how’ [1]. Study by [2] and [7] revealed that students who were
and  ‘what’ of  learning  are critical ingredients in design taught through innovative teaching methodologies
of  learning  approach to empower student learning [3]. performed good on conceptual paper than those who
The evidence from the work  of  [4]  revealed  that attended by traditional teaching methods. 
teachers’ teaching skills, students and teacher’s Another study done by [4] had revealed that
interaction are among the significant factors that teachers’ teaching skills, students and teacher’s
contribute the satisfaction of the students on their interaction and teachers’ interaction are among the
academic  performances.Students’   approaches to significant factors that contribute the satisfaction of the
learning  [5]  and professional identity development [6] students on their academic performances. According to
also has a great impact on the quality of the learnig [8] preparing the personal financial reporting project may
outcome. enhancestudents understanding of accounting concepts,

A changing workforce composition also gives rise to improve students’ ability to prepare accounting reports,
the need to change accounting education. Advocates for help them to understand the articulation concept and
change in accounting education argues that accounting provide students with additional insight into their
educators need to change both their content of their personal financial situation. However, [4] found that
source and their teaching methods if students are to meet teacher’s assistance to solve problems, teacher’s subject
the demands faced by practicing accountants today [1]. knowledge, teacher’s attendance and library facilities
Based on the abovearguments, accounting education seem to be insignificant factors for the satisfaction of the
must embed a keen understanding of the accounting students on their academic performance.
conceptual framework which aids understanding and Other results such as [5] reveals that for the full
application of the International Financial Reporting group the deep and strategic approaches are positively
Standards (IFRS), or Malaysian Financial Reporting associated with academic performance. However, the
Standards (MFRS), the local equivalent. relationship exitsonly for female students and there is little

The students must be prepared for the real world and evidence of a relationship between performance and
need to keep abreast of IFRS knowledge and learning approaches for male students. [9] has suggested
competencies [5]. Further, it is important in academic that a principle-based case for teaching International
terms to support the implementation of FBT if the Financial Reporting Standard (IFRS) help to stimulate
approach is seen to help to stimulate classroom classroom discussion, sharpen student critical thinking
discussion, sharpen student critical thinking skill and skill and develop professional judgment among students.
provide a sound underlying knowledge of accounting The interest on professional identity development
procedures in an appropriate context among students, has became central in higher education literature.
thus prepare them for the workplace. Research [6] highlights that a strong development of

Therefore, the main objective of this study is to professional identity has been associated with a
contribute to the extant knowledge of FBT by successful transition to the workplace, higher motivation
investigatingthe lecturer’s perspective onthe factors that and higher confidence in their role. This evidence
influence FBT and their impacts on students’ learning. supported by [10] as it may also create more productive,
The research questions are; a) to examine factors that instrinsically motivated, creative, satisfied and better
influence the effectiveness of FBT and b) to investigate prepared professionals and future workers. 
the impact of FBT on student’s learning. To do so, a
literature review complemented with a qualitative Methodology: The present study conductedface to face
explanatory study are conducted. interviews as a tool of data collection. The lecturers were

Literature Review: A number of past studies have been and their willingness to participate in the study. The
carried out to evaluate and analyse the impact of various lecturers sampled from different years of teaching
teaching methods on academic performance of the experiences and are very likely to be highly experiences in
students. Previous researchers had proven that students teaching financial accounting range from 5 years to 20
who were given instructions in modern teaching methods years.The sample lecturers have been teaching financial
significantly secure higher marks in their subject tests as accounting since they joined UiTM and involved directly
compare to those who were taught in conventional way in teaching FBT.

chosen as an interviewee based on purposive sampling
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Table 1: Demographic result

Demographic category N Percent (%)

Gender Female 3 100%
Age 20 to 30 years old 0 0

31 to 40 years old 0 0
41 to 50 years old 1 33%
51 to 60 years old 2 67%

Years of teaching Financial 5 to 10 years 1 33%
Accounting and Reporting 11 to 15 years 1 33%
subject 16 to 20 years 1 34%

A total of three lecturers participated in the study and
all of them are female lecturers (Table 1). These three
lecturers represent three group level of teaching
experienced of financial accounting and reporting subject.
Lecturer A with 5 to 10 years working experience in
teaching financial Accounting and Reporting subject,
lecturer B with 11 to 15 years of teaching experienced and
lecturer C with 16 to 20 years of teaching experienced. The
reason of choosing three different groups is to ensure
that this study obtain views from all level of experienced
lecturers and to avoid biasness. 

A small number of respondents is normally used in a
qualitative study as the aim of the study is to carry out an
in depth analysis rather than to  form  a  generalization.
The total number of respondents used in this study is
considered suited to the requirement for qualitative
research. This is according to [11], the sample set in
qualitative research tends to be relatively small and can
range from 1 or 2 to 30 or 40 respondents. 

The appropriate sample size for qualitative research
should be adequate when the researcher found the
‘theoretical saturation’ [12]. Theoretical saturation occurs
when no new or relevant data emerge regarding a
category which has been well developed in terms of its
properties and dimensions [12]. The interview questions
were semi-structured. A semi-structured interviews offer
consistency in lines of enquiry as well as possible
questions that may probe further on responses to the
same specific themed around the subtopics. 

The semi-structured interview questions were
prepared and rechecked to ensure that the vocabulary
level is appropriate and the questions were equally
meaningful given the ages and educational backgrounds
of the interviewees.The questions were themed around
the tracks of inquiry of FBT approach and their
effectiveness together with FBT process of
implementation. The interview questions were designed
particularly to discover answers for the research
questions.

An interview protocol was used  as  a  guide to
ensure  consistent  and   complete   coverage  of the
scopre  of  the   study   [13].  Each  interview  lasted
around an hour and taken place at the lecturer’s
respective offices.The interviews were carried out
between July to September 2016. The data obtained was
digitally recorded by voice recorder and the verbatim
transcripts were used to organize the data. The content
analysis of the qualitative data was done by using Nvivo
Version 11.

RESULTS AND DISCUSSION

Factors  Influencing   the   Effectiveness  of  FBT:
Findings indicate that one of the factors that may
influence the effectiveness of FBT is the readiness of the
lecturer to use this method in teaching financial
accounting in class. Lecturers must be willing to adopt to
the new method of teaching financial reporting subject.
They can not only depends on the traditional method of
teaching debit and credit of the financial reporting items.
Lecturers must be prepared before going to the classroom.
They need to understand and know the principles of the
MFRS and able to facilitate the discussion of the
standards. Therefore, it is crucial for lecturers to review
their teaching competencies in respect to subject content
and specific outcomes in order to effectively enhance
transmission of knowledge from the lecturer to the
students.

“This FBT approach has a lot of communication and
discussion being conducted in class. Students must
read before coming to class and they also need to go
through the MFRS standards and understand them.
The lecturers need to assist the students to
comprehend the standards and learn together with
the students”. (L1)

Another good thing about this new FBT method is
that both the lecturers and the students benefit from the
process of teaching and learning that taken place. The
lecturers must equip themselves with the knowledge of
the standards and effectively utilized their teaching
expertise and skills, aimed for enhancingstudents’
academic attainments. At the same time, the students also
need to be ready for the class discussion. This teaching
method of FBT, nevertheless improves the communication
skills of the students as they need to discuss and argue
about the standards as class activity.
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“Lecturers must also read and understand the “We used to teach the students the calculations
standards well before going into classroom. We rather than the concept and basic conceptual
need to read and digest the meaning of each framework of the financial information. We tend to
standards with the students hence this practice may go straight to the journal entries of Debit and Credit
increase both parties the lecturer and the students rather than the rationale behind the debit and
ability to use the standard later when they are credit. This make the student more involved in
working” (L2) memorizing rather than understand the financial

The lecturers also must be able to relate the MFRS in the financial statements”. (L3)
standards to the real world situation. Teaching financial
reporting is not only sharing of information on the Students need to use the conceptual framework in the
accounting debit and credit with the students but also the MFRS as the underpinning method of understanding the
relationship with the practical scenario of the accounting standards. The conceptual framework will assist the
issues and transactions. In other words, lecturers play an students in identifying and categorizing the financial
important role in ensuring that the FBT method is a information that they have before preparing the report.
success in teaching financial reporting subject. Thus, the
teaching method adopted should focus on the learning “Students need to be able to justify whether the
effects on students. financial information is an asset or liability. Then

“It is advisable for the lecturer to apply the that governs this information. That means the
standards with the real life situation so that students need to cover both the standards and also
students will be able to see the connection and the the framework”. (L2)
usage of the standards in their work later. Lecturer
must be able to guide the students for each CONCLUSION
standards and how the standards being used in real
life.” (L3). Framework Based Teaching Method (FBT) is a new

The Impact of FBT Student’s Learning Method: FBT which is using the MFRS in class extensively. With this
taught students to be more independent and critical in new exposure of teaching method, the lecturers felt more
assessing a financial issue. For example, students are guided in their teaching references and method. In
trained to explain about the standards and able to give addition, the lecturers benefited from the usage of the
advices to others relating to the financial accounting standards in classroom as they are more updated and
issues. Besides that, students are also exposed to the aware of any changes or amendment in the MFRS.
framework model such as the cost model and deviation Among the factors that may influence the
model. Hence, the students need to know the best effectiveness of FBT are readiness of the lecturers in
approach to report the financial information in the using the method. They must be updated and prepare
financial statements. themselves before teaching the subject. They need to

“Students will be able to see issues in profit and to facilitate the discussion of the standards. Another
loss, in the ledger and not only in the journal factor is the lecturer need to relate the MFRS to the real
entries”. (L1) life situation scenarios. Lecturers need to expose their

FBT also requires the students to be more active and standards and the real life accounting example. 
participate in class discussions. The students need to Besides factors influencing the effectiveness of FBT,
understand the standards well before coming to class. students also benefited from new the teaching
Therefore, preparation before the class need to be done to methodology. FBT trained the students to be more critical
ensure the students will be able to capture the subject in assessing the financial accounting issues and the
matter well and actively participate in the class relation with the MFRS. Students can be more
discussion. independent in identifying the relevant standards that

issues and think about the best solutions to report

the lecturer will ask what would be the standard

method of teaching financial accounting and reporting

understand and know the principles of the MFRS and able

students on the relationship between the MFRS
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relates to the accounting issues and how to report them 4. Dey, A., M. Choudhury, S. Mollah and Kim, Min-Ho,
in the financial statements. In addition, students will be 2015. Evaluation of teaching methods on students’
able to advise others on the reasons and justification of academic performance in the University of Dhaka.
the measurements and reporting procedures of the AEIJMR, 3(4): 1-15.
financial matters. Hence, the FBT makes the students 5. Byrne, M., B. Flood and P. Willis, 2001. The
more critical in assessing the financial issues and not only relationship between learning approaches and
on the principle of debit and credit only. learning outcomes: a study of Irish accounting

Limitation of this study is that this study is students. Accounting Education, 11(1): 27-42.
conducted in only one institution which is the UT. Maybe 6. Molinero, A., R. Pereiore and A. Lara, 2017.
other researchers should consider to widen the scope of Professional identity development in higher
sample to other Universities in Malaysia and can make education: influencing factors. International Journal
comparisons. Future research should look into the factors of Educational Management, 31(2): 189-203.
that may influence the effectiveness of FBT method in 7. Master, B., S. Loeb, C. Whitney and J. Wyckoff, 2016.
and the impact on students’ performance. Besides, the Different skills? Identifying differentially effective
students’ perspective should be another venue of teachers of English language learners. The
consideration for future research. Elementary School Journal, 117(2): 261-284.
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