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Fig. 1: Chromatogram from blood extract of a patient who admitted to hospital with a suspicious of pethidine 

overdose.  Peaks are (1) pethidine and (2) prazepam (Internal standard).  Pethidine 5.2 mg l-1 was present in 
the blood.  The excessive amount of pethidine in the blood was probably the cause of death 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Fig. 2: Chromatogram from blood extract of an addicted man who took an overdose of methadone.  Peaks are (1) 

methadone and (2) butriptyline (Internal Standard).  Methadone 7.3 mg l-1 was present in the blood.  The 
excessive amount of methadone in the blood was probably the cause of death 

 

 

 

 

1 

2 

 
 

 

 

 

new CW/DVB

5.00 10.00 15.00 20.00 25.00 30.00 35.00 40.00 45.00
Time0

100

%

BL8MAR Scan EI+ 
TIC

5.04e6

27.94

24.47

19.85

26.53

31.07

28.14

33.97

38.06




