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Abstract: This study aims to identify whether or not there exists a significant relationship between ethnicity,
religion, primary school and secondary school’s stream of education and the current residential area towards
the level of knowledge, understanding, acceptance and perception of the students on Islam and Malay
provisions in the Federal Constitution. This study sees the involvement of 800 respondents selected from four
IPTAs (Public Higher Learning Institutions). The study data is obtained through a questionnaire analysed
using the SPSS programme. The descriptive statistics like the frequency, percentage, mean, cross-tabulation
statistics and correlation coefficient employed to explain the respondents’ backgrounds. The chi-square test
is also used to identify if there exists a significant relationship or otherwise between ethnicity, religion, primary
school and secondary school’s stream of education and the current residential area towards the level of
knowledge, understanding, acceptance and perception of the students on Islam and Malay in the Federal
Constitution. The findings have been able to show that there is a significant relationship between the level of
knowledge and understanding of the students, with the level of acceptance of the students towards the
provision of Islam and the Malays in higher-order constitution, also there is a higher level of acceptance
towards the provision Islam and the Malays in the constitution. Based on the research findings, a few
suggestions have been made to address issues related to the Malays. Next, this study also contributes to the
field of knowledge due to the fact that its methodology is in the form of quantitative data, being somewhat
different from many other previous works that have been done qualitatively, which also produces the
questionnaire instrument for future studies. 
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INTRODUCTION divided into three large ethnic groups which are the

Malaysians, form by various ethnic groups, have the from Sabah and Sarawak, Chinese, Indians and also
determination to strengthen the spirit of unity and people of other races.
integration between ethnic groups and territories [1]. The presence of diverse ethnicities contribute to the
Unity and integration are important to ensure that prolong debates on ethnic relations in Malaysia.
Malaysia thrives as country with multifarious ethnicities According to Ratnam [2], issues of language, religion,
and territories. Malaysians are also territorially separated special positions of the Malays and the status of Malay
depending on which states they live in. Table 1 clearly Kings will determine the environment of the ethnic
illustrated that there are three main ethnic groups in relations in the future and this depends on how arising
Malaysia, namely the Bumiputera (Malay and Bumiputera questions on special positions of the Malays, religion and
of Sabah dan Sarawak), Chinese and Indians respectively language are addressed. 
representing 65.9%, 25.3% and 7.5% from the total number Issues in the ethnic relations in Malaysia have
of Malaysian citizens in 2005. This statistics is the undergone a lot of changes for the past five years Ethnic
evidence for the Malaysian community’s multi-ethnicity relations  in Malaysia can be divided into several phases,

Bumiputera who consists of the Malays ethnic and those
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Table 1: The Composition of The Malaysian Citizens, 2000-2010 (in Millions)
Total No. of Residents (Million) Year 2000 Year 2005 Year 2010
Bumiputera 14.56 66.1% 16.06 65.9% 17.95 67%
Chinese 5.58 25.3% 6.15 25.3% 6.52 24.3%
Indian 1.63 7.4% 1.83 7.5% 1.97 7.4%
Other ethnics 0.27 1.2% 0.32 1.3% 0.35 1.3%
Total number of citizens 22.04 100% 24.36 100% 26.79 100%
Source: 9  Malaysia Plan 2006-2010. page 30. th

Table 2: Social Conflicts from the year 1996-2002 That Have Been Reported
Type of Conflict/Year 1996 1997 1998 1999 2000 2001 2002 Total
Religion 7 2 25 11 8 9 3 65
Fights 12 4 10 5 8 28 14 81
Public Chaos 0 0 4 2 2 1 1 10
Murder 0 1 0 0 0 0 0 1
Security 6 0 1 7 6 17 1 38
Racism 2 2 1 1 1 0 0 7
Education 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 1
Exploitation 0 1 0 0 0 0 0 1
Social Problems 1 0 4 0 0 2 0 7
Protestation 0 0 10 8 0 0 1 19
Politics 1 0 8 31 8 13 15 76
Economy 0 0 4 0 1 2 1 8
Neighbourhood 3 3 0 0 0 3 0 9
Squatters 0 0 0 0 0 0 3 3
Others 0 0 0 0 0 0 1 1
Total 33 13 67 65 34 75 40 327
Source: Quoted from Azman Amin Hassan [6].

beginning from when the country began to gain Based on the statistics and the monitoring done by
independence, until of late. According to Chandra the National Unity and National Integration Department,
Muzaffar [3], the racial controversy in Malaysia can be there had been 327 cases reported that had been
divided into a few phases, starting from the 1950s till associated with social conflicts from 1996 until  2002.
today. In the 1950s, the issues of citizenship and social Table 2 has depicted a more detailed picture of the racial
contract had well dominated racial relations, followed by conflict in this country whereby 81 cases related to racial
conflict about language in the 1960s before the fights were reported to be the highest, followed by 76
implementation  of  the  New  Economic   Policy   (DEB), political cases, 65 religion-based cases and so on. Most
whereas the quota and urbanization had moulded ethnic of the racial fights had involved school students easily
relations further in the years of the 1970s and 1980s. categorized as discipline problem. However, if this is not
Meanwhile, the 1990s and the years of the millennium to be taken seriously and not followed by necessary steps
witness to various religious issues that have so strongly like prevention and monitoring, it will give a serious effect
impacted ethnic relations in this country. The issues on the future. 
concerning religion that have surfaced in recent years, in Based on the Action Plan of the Five-Year National
comparison with other issues involving racial relations in Unity and Integration (2005-2010) [7], it is found that
Malaysia, have made some critical impact. This view is issues like challenging the social contract, religion and
well supported by Syed Husin Ali [4], who regards the language frictions are often provoked and can give rise to
ethnic relations sentiment in these current times to have continuous conflicts if not handled properly in the context
escalated, so much so that it can gradually lead to of ethnic relations in Malaysia. This agreed by Mohd
conflicts and bloodshed. Studies have demonstrated that Salleh Abas [8], where he states that some traditional
in Malaysia, there have been 21 cases of racial conflicts elements are needed for the stability and development and
between 1945 until May 1969. In the meantime, there were plays an important role in the running of the constitution.
two racial conflicts that had broken out recently in Nonetheless, can these traditional elements play the role
Kampung Rawa, Penang in 1998 and Kampung Medan in as political stabilizer and a mechanism for unity, thus give
March 2001[5]. effect to the ethnic relations in Malaysia?



World Appl. Sci. J., 18 (9): 1232-1242, 2012

1234

Issues related to the social contract urge the Study Objective: 
government to take the initiative to explain to the people
especially the new generation on the rational of the social To identify if there is the existence of a significant
contract that seems to have been forgotten. This is relationship between students’ perception with the
because, in recent years, there some sections of the provision of the Malays in the Federal Constitution.
society advocate that social contract should be abolished To identify if there is any significant relationship
or re-examined as the social contract seems to have lost between the level of knowledge and understanding
its substance [9]. Although there are many measures or with the level of acceptance of the students towards
steps taken, such as exposure on the Constitution in the the provision on the Malays in the Federal
subject of History at the school level and Malaysian Constitution.
Studies course or Malaysia Patriotism at the Higher
Learning Institutions, the traditional elements have Previous Studies: Studies on the Federal Constitution can
continued to become polemics in the society. This goes be divided into two. The first would be based on historical
to show that such a step is inadequate. The system of or political approach as done by Ratnam [15], Means [16],
education and mass media are not fully engaged to Karl von Vorys [17] and Heng Pek Khoon [18]. Ratnam
promote better understanding on social contract and [19] and Karl von Vorys [20], particularly evaluate the
promote  cooperation   between   ethnic  groups  [10]. development and progress of Malay politics whereas
Does this situation stem from the fact that it has not been Heng Pek Khoon [21] detects the progress that is taking
very well explained through our education system, mass place in the political awareness among the Chinese ethnic.
media even societal institutions? The study written by Means [22] concentrates on several

The polemics of these issues also demonstrates that important aspectsof the constitution based on the Reid
the degree of knowledge and understanding of the Commission Report, memorandum from various
Malaysian people is still lacking and not properly organizations and individuals also newspaper reports.
empathized, unlike the time when the social contract was Secondly, studies adopting a legal approach as shown in
agreed in the formulation of the Federation of Malaya Hickling [23], Mohamed Suffian Hashim [24], Sheriden and
Constitution in 1957 [11]. Low level of awareness and Groves [25], Mohamed Suffian Hashim, Trindade and H.P
understanding  towards  these traditional elements are Lee [26] and Abdul Aziz Bari [27]. Nonetheless,
also in line with the view put forth by Tun Dr. Mahathir discussion from the perspective of ethnic relations is still
Mohamed  who  urges  for  in-depth  understanding of lacking and has been leaning more on the issues
the  social  contract among the races and people who concerning the reign of the country. 
have been living together even before the country had Studies concerning the special position of the
gained its independence. According to him, such an Malays have been dealt with by a number of researchers.
action is vital to avoid racial disputes, especially when Among these studies, the one done by Ratnam [28],
some racial issues tend to be exaggerated and embellished revolves around the Malays and the non-Malay
[12]. acceptance towards the Malays’s exclusive status. He

This is in harmony with the speech delivered by the opines that the Malays has agreed to this in a way that it
Yang di-Pertuan Agong during the officiation of the First can elevate their life status as compared to other ethnic
Meeting of the Second Term for the 12  Parliament at the groups. Meanwhile, the non-Malay’s standpoint isth

Dewan Rakyat after Yang di-Pertuan Agong pronounce segregated into two, which is the adoption of a more
that the   history   of   independence   and   the   Federal relaxed attitude, indicating the readiness to accept the
Constitution need to be made understood to the younger view whereby the Malays is entitled to this exclusivity
generation so that will appreciate the cause behind the until there comes a point when they can compete without
country’s formation [13].  Awang  Sariyan  [14]  also being assisted in any way. Secondly, the ones who are
shares the same concern and proposed that there is yet to prone to reject the entire idea of such special rights as
be a study done on the current society’s, especially the these, for them, have gone against democratic policies. 
younger people’s understanding of the issue related to Mohamed Suffian Hashim [29] assumes that Article
the social contract or other basic aspects on 153 is not  aiming  to  hamper the advancement made by
Constitutional provisions’. the non-Malay, but is enacted to guarantee that the
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bumiputera can progress and not to be blamed for Wan Mohd Nor Wan Daud [35], (2001) in discussing
underachievement in educational, social and economic Article 153 argued that special status is fair to the Malays
fields. Leaders of the non-Bumiputera have agreed with due to four reasons, that is it provides the role of
this provision, in return to the favour of the Malay grating character and personality, it establishes international
‘loose’ and flexible terms of citizenship, enabling then to civilization, it defends this country from outside threats
have  the rights for citizenship in just a dash of writing. and colonization and it adopts the attitude of warmth and
His discussion concentrates on the debate as to why this prosperity. For Joseph M. Fernando [36], the provision of
is inserted in the constitution. the special status of the Malays has raised a problem in

Hashim Yeop Sani [30] agrees with the view offered the Alliance Party Work Committee discussion. This is
by the Reid Commission on the special status of the because the Alliance had been asked to re-examine this
Malays, where he points out that this is gained through special rights after 15 years, but UMNO leaders did not
the early agreements, made between the Malays rulers consider accept the request as this would outraged the
and English colonials. Mohd Salleh Abas [31] explains Malays’.
that this special status includes incumbency in public A study by Awang Sariyan [37] discovers that the
services,  the   conferment   of  scholarships,  places at social contract serves as an essential element in the
institution of higher learning and permit or license for history of the formation of the race and of the nation.
business and commercial purposes. Included in this Before the arrival of the English colonials, Tanah Melayu
privileges are Articles 89 and 90 related to Malay reserve was identified with its core native citizens, the Malays.
lands and the inclusion of Malay services into Royal When the colonials brought in the Chinese and Indians in
Military Regiment by Article 8(5). He adds that this mass, by manipulating the labour marketplace, the
special status is not absolute, but is balanced with demography  of  this  country  automatically  changed.
certified positions of other races. The Malays were cornered by the British to accept the

This  is  also  broach  by  Milne  and  Mauzy  [32] term that until and unless the immigrants were given the
who explain that Malay privileges serves as a bargain status of citizens, independence will not come. To balance
between the Malays and the non-Malays. The view put the conferment of citizenship, the leaders of these other
forward by Milne and Mauzy illustrates that Article 153 is races agree to accept the provision on Malay privileges.
collectively agreed by all races during the formulation of The fundamentals of Malay privileges are the position of
the constitution. Yet, the view of Milne and Mauzy which the Malay Rulers, Islam as the official religion, the Malay
states that Article 153 was a bargain between the Malays Language as the national language and official language,
and the non-Malays was rejected by Ramlah Adam. also special rights of the Malays and Bumiputera. The

According to Ramlah Adam [33], the Malays did not give and take between the Malay and the Chinese and
gain any profit from this compromise. This provision has Indian leaders is termed as social contract. 
long existed in the Federation of Malaya Agreement 1948 The study done by Rosfazila Abd. Rahman and Ayu
under the account of the High Commissioner. In Part III, Nor Azilah Mohamad [38] demonstrates that the
Federal Administration Authority, Clause 19(c), it is the knowledge level of the Malays towards their special rights
duty of the British High Commissioner to take care of in the constitution is good (97%), however their level of
special security condition of the Malays. The Reid understanding towards the special rights is still low
Commission proposed that this tradition to continue until (62.5%).  Although  this  study  was done quantitatively,
15 years after the independence. it was not seen as comprehensive as the number of

Harding [34] who mentions Article 153 which sheds respondents are small and comprised of the Malays only.
light on the special position of the Malays explains that This study tried to make an improvement from other
this provision is somewhat unique to exist in a previous studies on the Constitution, when it initiated the
constitution. The Federal Constitution does not protect use of questionnaire; which was a good start. 
the minority rights, but instead has focused more on the In the book titled Modul Hubungan Etnik [39] that
rights of the majority. However, this is not an issue in the was made a compulsory text for IPTA students, it had also
Malaysian constitutional framework since the constitution elaborated on the provision of Islam and the special rights
at the same time provides for equality among different of the Malays. The same approach was adopted by
races in Malaysia. Mansor Mohd Noor, Abdul Rahman Abdul Aziz and
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Mohamad Ainuddin Iskandar Lee [40] who also touches
on the same matters. This book concludes that to avoid
any form of potential conflicts it is vital to understand the
importance to respect the rights and needs of every ethnic
group in Malaysia, as dictated in the Federal Constitution.

Based on the previous studies, there seems to be
some gaps that need to be filled, in relation to the
perception of the society, especially the younger
generation towards the provision of the Malays special
status that more often than not, has become polemics
from the perspective of ethnic relations. This is because
earlier studies had taken the form of qualitative by making
close reference to the existing documents. 

Methodology: This study is in the form of a descriptive
study which concerns with the perception of students in
the IPTA. According to Wiersma [41] this method is seen
as one of the best methods if the study seeks to measure
or evaluate the attitude, perceptions and achievement of
a programme in particular. The descriptive form is also
adopted in line with the need of the study, which is to
look at the phenomenon that is taking place [42].
Therefore, a set of questionnaire constructed by the
researcher himself was prepared, to fulfil the study
objective. According to Tuckman [43], questionnaire is an
effective way to gain information from the respondents. 

The population of this study was all third year
students in four IPTAs selected namely the UM, USM,
UKM and UPM. Financial and time constraints had
become the obstacles for the researcher to conduct this
study to all the IPTAs. The selection of UM, UKM dan
UPM students lies in the fact that they are exposed to the
multi-cultural nature as all three IPTAs are located in the
Klang Valley and this location also depicts the most
suitable ratio of Malaysia’s residents and the number of
students comprising of various ethnic groups. Although
USM is not located in the Klang Valley, USM as a
university also shares similar characteristics with the UM,
UKM and UPM as all these four universities are among
the  four  earliest  universities established and those
which   are    categorized    as   Research  Universities.
This leaves an impact to the consolidation of student
bodies, as compared to those of the newer universities
and which automatically appeal more to the students
when it comes to their enrolment in the IPTA. This
situation is very significant and realistic to the students’
perceptions in an issue, especially the ones involving race
and ethnicity. 

Table 3: The Number of Third Year Students in Four IPTAs for 2009/2010
Session

IPTA The Number of Third Year students
UM 2595
USM 3157
UKM 4814
UPM 3894
Total 14460
Source: The respective IPTA 

The selection of sample was also done through the
collective sampling method. This method can be
employed by determining the number of groups by state,
district or habitation. Selection of this type is seen to be
suitable if the population is large and scattered all over
the place. It is less time-consuming as it gets to reduce
various problems since the researcher had grouped the
sample prior to random sampling. Therefore, to ascertain
the number of respondents, the Sample Size Determination
Table of Krejcie and Morgan [44] had been used.

Based on the student population in the four IPTAs
stated in Table 3, the sample size for this study is 800.
Following Sidek Mohd Noah [45], the larger the sample
size, the smaller the sampling error. To ensure that every
race is represented, the strata random sampling was used
with the ration following the Malay, Chinese and Indian
ethnics, which are 60:30:10 and as many as 800 students
would be made the respondents in this study based on
Krejcie and Morgan’s Sample Size Determination Table
(1970).

The study instrument used for the data collection in
this study was a set of questionnaire. According to
Tuckman [46] questionnaire and interview are two forms
of instruments that are effective for obtaining information
from the respondents, other than making observations.
All questions were positive by nature and the
respondents were required to state their perceptions
following the Likert Scale. The questionnaire comprised of
two sections, Part A and Part B. The first part relates with
the respondent’s demography. Part B contains 3 other
sub-sections which are Section 1 on the level of
knowledge, Section 2 on the level of understanding and
Section 3 is associated with students’ level of acceptance
towards the Malay provision in the Constitution. Section
C deals with the students’ perception towards the Malay
provision in the Constitution. 

In this study, the questionnaire’s validity has been
determined by experts. Four experts had revised the
questionnaire, where two are experts in the constitution
aspect, each an expert in ethnic relations and
questionnaire  construction.  The  reliability  refers  to  the



World Appl. Sci. J., 18 (9): 1232-1242, 2012

1237

 stability and consistency in the instrument in measuring Table 4 highlights information on respondents involved
a concept. A popular and commonly used test in in this study. From 800 respondents, 552 were female
measuring  consistency  in  a  concept would be the students (69%), while male students made up 31%, or 248.
Alpha Cronbach. The reliability value of Alpha Cronbach The majority of respondents which was 484 students
lies  between  0.0  to  1.0.  Following  Mohd  Majid  [47], (60.5%) were from the Malay ethnic, followed by 242
the Alpha Cronbach value exceeding 0.60 has often been Chinese (30.3%) while the Indians were 74 (9.3%). This is
applied as the reliability index in a research. Therefore, in as decided in the respondents determination ratio
this study, the researcher has determined the Cronbach following ethnic groups- the Malays 60%, Chinese 30%
Alpha value to exceed 0.60 as the reliability value for and Indians 10% to depict the Malaysian people’s
every part of the questionnaire that has been tested. Next, statistics. The respondents’ composition that had been
to determine the reliability value for the prepared obtained also shows that the majority of respondents
questionnaire, the researched had carried out a pilot were Muslim, which was 485 (60.6%), followed by
study. Buddhists 187 (23.4%). Meanwhile, there were 68 students

The pilot study was done with the aim to identify the (8.5%) who were Hindus, 52 (6.5%) followers of
shortcomings and strengths that are demonstrated in the Christianity and those with no religion amounted to 8
questionnaire prepared. Therefore, prior to the people (1%). 
distribution of the questionnaire, 50 students had been Table 5 highlights information on the respondents’
selected to answer the questionnaire beforehand. The background which is associated with their streams of
outcome has suggested that the 50 students had no education. It is found that most of the respondents who
qualms about understanding the questions without were 564 students (70.5%) had followed the public
having to ask what the questions actually wanted and so education at the primary level and the majority which was
on. Next, by using the SPSS programme, the researcher 691 students (86.4%) then continued their education in
had calculated the reliability and Cronbach Alpha values. secondary schools throughout the country. In
It is found that the Cronbach Alpha value obtained for all concentrated national schools, as many as 236 students
question items had exceeded 0.6. Therefore, the (29.5%) and secondary school of the same type 109
questionnaire that had been constructed for this study is students (13.6%).
suitable to be used. 

The data obtained were analysed using the The Relationship of Students’ Perception Towards Islam
Statistical Package for the Social Science (SPSS) with Ethnic, Religion, University Entrance Approval,
programme version 16 through the mean, standard Primary School and Secondary School Streams of
deviation, Chi square and cross-tabulation. Descriptive Education: Table 6 demonstrates the analysis findings of
statistics like the frequency, percentage, score or mean the relationship meaningful test relationship significance
average, cross tabulation statistics and correlation test between students’ perception towards the provision
coefficient had been used to explain respondents’ of Islam in the Constitution with several demographic
background. The Chi Square test was employed, to factors like ethnic, religion, the passing prerequisite to
identify if there exists any significant relationship between enroll in the university, primary and secondary school
ethnicity, religion, primary and secondary schools’ stream streaming of education. The hypotheses that have been
of education towards the students’ level of knowledge, put to the test were: 
understanding, acceptance and perception on Islam and
the Malays in the Federal Constitution. H : There is no relationship between students’

DATA ANALYSIS AND DISCUSSION ethnic

Respondents’ Background: The study respondents perception towards the provision of Islam with
consist of third year students in four IPTAs namely the agama
UM, USM, UKM and UPM. As many as 800 students had H : There is no relationship between students’
answered the questionnaire. The respondents’ perception towards the provision of Islam with
background was asked in Part A of the  questionnaire. the university entrance approval 
The discussion on the background of the respondents H : There is no relationship between students’
will be divided into three parts, namely the profile, perception towards the provision of Islam with
academic background and respondents’ residential area. primary school streaming

01S_I

perception towards the provision of Islam with

H : There is no relationship between students’02S_I

03S_I

04S_I
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Table 4: Respondents’ Profile
n = 800 Number Percentage
Gender
Male 248 31.0
Female 552 69.0
Race
Malay 484 60.5
Chinese 242 30.3
Indian 74 9.3
Religion
Islam 485 60.6
Buddha 187 23.4
Hindu 68 8.5
Christianity 52 6.5
No religion 8 1.0

Table 5: Academic Background of Respondents
n= 800 Number Percentage
Primary Education Streaming
National Schools 564 70.5
National type schools 236 29.5
Secondary Education Streaming
National Schools 691 86.4
National type schools 109 13.6

Table 6: The Relationship Between Students’ Perception Towards The
Provision of Islam 

Chi Square s.d. the-p value
Ethnic 2.776 4 0.596
Religion 4.490 8 0.810
University entrance approval 6.256 6 0.395
Primary School Education Streaming 0.177 2 0.915
Secondary School Education Streaming 0.765 2 0.682

Table 7: The Relationship Between Students’ Perception Towards The
Malays

Chi Square s.d. p-value
Ethnic 11.390 4 0.023
Religion 12.875 8 0.116
University entrance approval 5.984 6 0.425
Primary Education Streaming 0.182 2 0.913
Secondary Education Streaming 2.934 2 0.231

H : There is no relationship between students’05S_I

perception towards the provision of Islam with
secondary school streaming

The outcome of the Chi-Square test shows that the
perception of students does not have any significant
relationship with all the demographic factors that have
been examined Chi Square dependency test, (all p values
> 0.05). In other words, students’ perception towards the
provision of Islam in the Constitution was not dependent
on ethnic, religion, the passing of university entrance,
also primary and secondary education streaming. 

The Relationship of Students’ Perception Towards the
Malays with Ethnic, Religion, University Entrance
Approval, Primary School Education Streaming and
Secondary School Education Streaming: Table 7 has
demonstrated the findings of the analysis of the
relationship significance between students’ perception
towards the provision of the Malays in the Constitution
with several demographic factors like ethnic, religion,
university entrance approval, primary and secondary
schools education streaming: The hypotheses tested are:

H : There is no relationship between students’01S_OM

perception towards the Malay provision with
ethnic

H : There is no relationship between students’02S_OM

perception towards the Malay provision with
religion

H : There is no relationship between students’03S_OM

perception towards the Malay provision with
university entrance approval

H : There is no relationship between students’04S_OM

perception towards the Malay provision with
primary education streaming

H : There is no relationship between students’05S_OM

perception towards the Malay provision with
secondary education streaming

The analysis outcome of the Chi Square dependency
test shows that students’ perception has a significant
relationship with ethnic but not with other demographic
factors examined. For the analysis of the relationship
between perception and ethnic, the Chi Square = 11.390,
where the-p value = 0.023).

The Relationship Between the Level of Knowledge and
Acceptance of Students Towards Islam: This study had
been carried out to decide whether or not there is any
meaningful relationship between students’ knowledge
level towards the Islam allocation in the Constitution with
their level of acceptance towards it. The hypothesis
tested is: 

H : There is no relationship between their level of0P_T_I

knowledge towards the Islam provision with
their level of acceptance towards it. 

The findings for the abovementioned hypothesis
testing are established in Table 8. Referring to Table 8, the
Chi Square value for the dependency test is 116.981 and
its  p-  value < 0.001. As the p-value is < 0.05, this goes to
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show that there is a significant correlation between is a significant relationship between students’ level of
students’ level of knowledge towards Islam provision understanding towards the provision of Islam with their
with their level of acceptance towards this provision. It is level of acceptance towards this. For students with low
found that students who have high level of knowledge on level of understanding, the majority would also exhibit low
Islam provision in the Constitution, also have high level level of acceptance. For those who exhibited medium level
of acceptance. of understanding, 65.1% had had high level of acceptance

The Relationship Between the Level of Knowledge and acceptance. For 562 students with high level of
Acceptance of Students Towards the Malays: This study understanding, almost all (506 or 91%) had had high level
was also done to determine if there is any meaningful of acceptance.
relationship between the students’ level of Knowledge
towards the special status of the Malays in the Relationship Between Level of Understanding and
Constitution with their level of acceptance towards the Acceptance of Students Towards the Malays: The
provision. The hypothesis tested is: relationship analysis was performed to examine whether

H : There is no relationship between the level of of understanding towards the provision concerning the0P_T_OM

knowledge towards the Malay provision with status of the Malays in the Constitution with their level of
the level of acceptance towards this provision. acceptance towards this provision. The hypothesis that

The findings for this hypothesis testing are shown in
Table 9. As referred to  Table  9,  the  Chi  Square  value H : There is no relationship between the level of
for the dependency test is 46.268 and the p-value < 0.001. understanding towards the provision involving
As the value is< 0.05, this shows that there is a significant the Malays with the level of acceptance
association between students’ level of knowledge towards this provision. 
towards the Malay provision with their level of
acceptance towards it. Students who have low level of Table 11 records the correlation analysis that had
knowledge towards the Malays’ special position in the been done. The Chi square test gives the value of 106.538
constitution have various degrees of acceptance, which and the p-value < 0.001. As the p-value is < 0.05, this
is 22.6% low, 34% medium and 43.4% high. For students demonstrates that there is a significant association
with medium or high level of knowledge towards the between  the  students’  level  of  understanding   and
special position of the Malays, the percentage of students their  level  of  acceptance  towards   the   special
with both medium and high level of acceptance has provision reserved for the Malays. For students with low
increased, whereas the percentage with low level of level of understanding, almost 40% of their acceptance
acceptance is small (less than 5%). towards this provision is also low. For students with

Relationship Between the Level of Understanding and medium level of acceptance. Meanwhile, if the students
Acceptance of Students Towards Islam: The relationship were to have high level of understanding (> 70%) their
analysis was done to examine whether or not there is a level of acceptance over the special allocation for the
meaningful relationship formed between students’ level of Malays is also high. 
understanding and their level of acceptance towards Islam
provision in the Constitution. The hypothesis tested is: Relationship Between Students’ Perception Towards

H : There is no relationship between the level of examine whether there is a meaningful relationship ship0K_T_I

understanding towards Islam provision with between students’ perception towards the provision of
the level of acceptance of students towards Islam in the constitution with their perception towards in
this provision. the constitution. The hypothesis tested is:

Table 10 records the correlation analysis findings H : There is no relationship between the
that have been carried out. The Chi square test provides perceptions towards the provision of Islam
the chi square value 276.276 and the p-value < 0.001. Due with the students’ perception towards this
to the fact that the p-value is < 0.05, this shows that there provision.

whereas 34.1% had been seen with medium level of

there is a meaningful relationship between students’ level

is tested is: 

0SK_T_I

medium level of understanding, almost 50% also had

Islam and the Malays: Correlation analysis was done to

0SI_SOM
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Table 8: The Relationship Between Level of Knowledge and Acceptance of
Students On Islam

Medium Acceptance Level
---------------------------------------------------------
Low High

Knowledge Level
Low 3(0.4) 3(0.4) 6(0.8)
Medium 3(0.4) 82(10.2) 225(28.1)
High 1(0.1) 52(6.5) 425(53.1)

Chi Square Value = 116.981
The P-Value = 0.000

Table 9: Relationship Between Level of Knowledge and Acceptance on The
Malays

Medium Level of Acceptance
----------------------------------------------------------
Low High

Knowledge Level
Low 12(1.5) 18(2.2) 23(2.9)
Medium 30(3.8) 164(20.5) 215(26.9)
High 21(2.6) 77(9.6) 240(30.0)

Chi Square Value = 46.268
P-value = 0.000

Table 10: Relationship Between Level of Knowledge And Level of
Acceptance On Islam 

Medium Level of 
------------------------------------------------------------
Low Acceptance High

Knowledge Level
Low 4(0.5) 4(0.5) 1(0.1)
Medium 2(0.3) 78(9.8) 149(18.6)
High 1(0.1) 55(6.9) 506(63.3)

Chi Square Value = 276.276
The p-value = 0.000

Table 11: Relationship Between Level of Knowledge and Level of
Acceptance On The Malays. 

Medium Level of Acceptance
-----------------------------------------------------
Low High

The Level of Knowledge
Low 11(1.4) 9(1.1) 9(1.1)
Medium 29(3.6) 148(18.5) 135(16.9)
High 23(2.9) 102(12.8) 334(41.8)

Chi Square Value = 106.538
The p-value = 0.000

Table 12: Relationship Between The Perception of Islam and The Malays
Perceptions concerning the Malays
---------------------------------------------------
Disagree Less Agree Agree

The Perception of Islam
Disagree 5(0.6) 15(1.9) 2(0.3)
Less Agree 18(2.3) 395(49.4) 80(10.0)
Agree 1(0.1) 160(20.0) 124(15.5)

Chi Square value = 105.148
The p-value = 0.000

Table 12 records the findings for the correlation
analysis  that  has  been  performed.  The  Chi  Square
Test provides   the   chi  square   value   105.148   and   the
p-value < 0.001. As the p-value < 0.05, this shows that
there is a significant association between students’
perception towards the provision of Islam with the
students’ perception towards the Malay provision. The
students who disagreed with the provision, almost all
disagreed or less agreed with the provision made available
for the Malays. Among the students who did not agree
with the provision of Islam, more than the majority (80.1%)
also disagreed with the provision of the Malays in the
constitution. Meanwhile, students who agreed with the
particular provision, more than half (56.5%) did not or a
little bit disagreed with the provision for the Malays in the
Constitution; only about 44% had agreed with this
provision.

CONCLUSION AND SUGGESTION

There has been a significant relationship between
students’ level of knowledge and understanding with
their level of acceptance towards the Islam and the
Malays allocation because students who have high level
of knowledge and understanding, also tend to have high
level of acceptance towards these particular provisions.
Therefore, it is important that these levels of knowledge
and understanding are explained in detail and enhanced
through the education systems employed in at the
primary, secondary and higher institutions so that they
can accept all that is dictated in the Federal Constitution.
Those who had stated their disagreement in the Islam
provision also ended to disagree with the provision
concerning the Malays in the Constitution. This situation
clearly shows that both the provisions are very much
linked with one another. This has certified the very
definition of the Malays that they must be of the Islam
religion. Therefore, those who have deviated from Islam,
means that they are also excluded from the circle of the
Malays itself. 

The analysis also demonstrates that for students
who had not agreed with the provision on Islam in the
constitution,  almost all did not or had less agreed with
the provision concerning the Malays. Same goes for
students who agreed to the Islam provision in the
Constitution, where more than half (56.5%) disagree or
had shown less agreement with the Malay provision in
the Constitution and about 44% had agreed to the Malays
being provided with certain provisions in the
Constitution.
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Therefore, students’ understanding towards the 10. Syed Husin Ali, 2008. The Malays: Their Problem and
rationale of allocating special rights for Islam and the Future. Petaling Jaya: The Others Press. 
Malays is important, as it is able to influence students in 11. Awang Sariyan, 2008. Trend penulisan kritis semasa:
coming to terms with issues pertaining to Islam and the Analisis isu-isu utama bangsa dan  negara.  Kesturi
Malays in the Constitution. This is because, when they 15: (1&2). 
understand why a provision is included in the 12. Anon, 2001. Betulkan tanggapan generasi muda.
Constitution, they will find it easier to accept it, in Utusan Malaysia. 16 Februari.
comparison with those who do not really understand. We 13. Anon, 2009. Hayati sejarah perlembagaan. Berita
did note students with low level of knowledge and Harian. 17 Februari.
understanding on Islam and the Malays to have equally 14. Awang Sariyan, 2008. Trend penulisan kritis semasa:
low or moderate level of acceptance. Meanwhile, almost Analisis isu-isu utama bangsa dan  negara. Kesturi
all the students with high level of knowledge and 15: (1&2). 
understanding on Islam and the Malays have a high level 15. Ratnam, K.J., 1969. Communalism and the Political
of acceptance towards the constitution, in general. Process in Malaya. Kuala Lumpur: University of
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