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Abstract: Military is an integral institution of the state with sole and autonomous constitutional responsibility
to safeguard and protect the territorial integrity of state under constituted civil authority. The Nigeria military
had lived up to this responsibility from 1914 colonial period till the dawn of political independence in 1960 and
subsequently sustained it in the contemporary Nigeria. Its intervention in politics in 1966 was born out of a
historical necessity. From 1886 to 1st October, 1960, the Nigerian military was the instrument of the British
colonialism and imperialism strategically empowered to protect the British economic interest in Nigeria. The
period of colonialism was undemocratic which constituted obstacle to democratic development. At the dawn
of political independence in 1960, the political landscape became broadened for wider political participation and
opportunity for the development of indigenous military culture to sustain democracy and fulfill its
constitutional mandate. The post independence Nigeria presented a great deal of challenges between the
military and the civilians in the development of democracy and good governance. The political topsy turvy and
convolutions that greeted the Nigeria political independence in the early 1960s warranted a paradigmatic shift
of the military from its constitutional responsibility to political leadership and governance. Within this period
under review, there is need for scholarly and intellectual appraisal of the civil-military relations in managing
democracy and politics in Nigeria. This paper is set to examine the civil –military relations and its implications
on democratic development in the post independence Nigeria. The paper also attempts to underscore the
contributions of the military in political and democratic development in the post independence Nigeria.
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INTRODUCTION (Westminster model) with varying hopes and aspirations

Nigeria  became  an  independent   sovereign  state development by various institutions of the state including
on October 1, 1960. On that, in a solemn and colorful the prestigious institution of the military. As the
ceremony, Princess Alexandra of Kent, on behalf of Her democracy in the post independence Nigeria budded,
Majesty Queen Elizabeth 11 of Great Britain, handed over blossomed, and burgeoned in the First Republic, the
to the late Nigerian Prime Minster, Sir, Abubakar Tafawa prestigious institution of the military kept to her
Balewa, the constitutional instrument of Nigeria’s constitutional duties while the civilians steered the ship
independence. By this act Nigeria became the sixteenth of the state afloat. The challenges of nation building,
Africa state to achieve nationhood in 1960. Because of her sustenance of democracy and good governance
comparatively peaceful  progress to  independence and confronted the young independent Nigeria. These
her large population and size, it was generally hope that challenges were the direct consequences of nature and
she would lead the role of a leader nation among the character of the foundations of Nigeria state foisted on
emerging states of Africa, an exemplar of a functioning the tripartite ethnic structure without due evolution from
democracy [1]. The departing British government nations state to nation state; a parlous situation that had
bequeathed Nigeria with parliamentary democracy foundered and plummeted the democratic development in

that it would be sustained on the path of political
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the post independent Nigeria. This situation locked the failure of the First Republic stemmed from the weaknesses
horns of the civilians and the military in terms of who of civilians who resorted to political corruption and
controls the ship of the Nigerian state; thereby leading to trivialities thereby abandoning the statecraft. So the
the titanic clash of civil –military relations. military intervention became inevitable as a corrective

Given the nature and character of the Nigerian state regime to address the ills attendant to the weaknesses of
painted above, it became difficult for the democracy to the First Republic, which was the promise of the military.
continue uninterrupted. On the apparent failure of In civil-military relations, intervention in politics is outside
civilians in power, the military staged in politics on the the constitutional ambit of the military, but in keeping to
following grounds: the denial of the right to peaceful its constitutional roles of protecting the territorial integrity
assembly from 1962 to 1966; the attempted muzzling of and internal subversion of nations.
public opinion by the introduction into parliament of a Therefore, civil-military relations entail the mutual
clause in an obnoxious Newspaper Bill in 1964; the understanding between the armed forces and the
clandestine increase in the emolument of ministers and constituted civil authority on how the affairs of the state
members of parliament whilst denying workers will be run, while the military keeps to its constitutional
corresponding revision of wages ; clumsy handling of duties of safeguarding the territorial integrity of the state
census in 1962 and 1963; the vindictive manner in which and the same time safeguarding the civil authority, which
the Tiv riots were suppressed by the use of armed and is empowered by the constitution to handle the whole
security forces; sophomoric behavior handling the aspect of governance. The military in conjunction with
findings and recommendations of the Morgan Wages other sister security agencies provide adequate security
Commission and its attendant strikes; the role played by for the citizens and the governors in the constituted civil
officially sponsored newspapers in antagonizing linguistic authority. In civil- military relations, the military holds the
groups; the proscription of newspapers from being gun while the civil authority controls the political power,
circulated in certain regions; the intensification of and also in keeping the traditions of civil- military
tribalism as instrument of government; the use of thugs as relations, the military take order from the civil authority.
a means of political warfare; the perversion of the This work looks at whether the two institutions have
customary courts; the ineptitude of the parliament as the maintained healthy civil-military relations in the post
watchdog of the nation [2]. Nigeria’s independent independence Nigeria. Democracy is obviously in control
government at the federal and state levels experienced a of the civil society while the military nurtures democracy
very short “honeymoon”. Within two years, conflicts had and keeps to its constitutional duties. This discourse
torn apart the ruling coalition in the Western Region. The takes a look at the roles of the military in a democratic
next suspicion about national census destroyed what little Nigeria and its contribution in the evolutions of
trust there was among the regions. Finally, in 1965 law and democratic development in Nigeria. In the trajectory of the
order broke down in the Western Region over election paper, the paper takes on course from the exordium of this
related fraud and violence, and the military ended the First paper.
Republic in a January 1966 coup [3].

In spite of the reasons why the military took over The Prolegomena of the Military in Nigeria: a
power evident in the political system of Nigeria, Azikiwe Thumbnail Analysis: The history of Nigerian military
averred that the military has the stake in keeping as the stemmed from the period of colonialism as instrument with
joint counterpart of the integrity of Nigeria as prosperous which the colonial masters subjugated the local people.
and independent nation had fulfilled its roles in civil- Prior to the advent of colonialism and imperialism in
military relations such responsibilities involved: the Africa, indigenous traditional societies maintained local
protection of the territorial integrity from external military order and security outfit to secure their society
aggression or internal subversion; the upholding of the and ward off invaders. So, African societies have had
Nigerian constitution; the enforcement of the rule of law; their local military formations, which stood and resisted
the protection of the lives and property of the inhabitants the invasion of colonialism, and imperialism on African
of Nigeria; the buttressing of the forces of law and order autochthonous states. The assault, subjugation, and
so as to stabilize the operation of the government of the defeat of African military order during colonialism were
state [2]. Military intervention in politics is direct consequent upon the superiority of European military
manifestation of the weaknesses inherent in a given capacity, which overtook the native military formations.
geopolitical milieu where the military is found [4]. The Unlike the military establishments of most of the
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developed Western countries that evolved as a people’s the neo-colonial state because of the weak economic base
army to galvanize the opposition of the populace against of the emergent ruling classes. Having a monopoly of the
external interests or aggression, the Nigeria military was legitimate use of force, the military has used this
created as anti-people’s army to conquer and subjugate advantage to entrench its interest and cut its own share
a  recalcitrant   population   under   a   system   of  colonial in the accumulation process. By so doing the country’s
misrule. Established first in 1886 as the Royal Niger political culture suffers tolls of degradation as
Company constabulary, and later renamed the Nigeria buccaneerism holds sway [5]. This scenario painted
coast constabulary, the military was originally formed to above emanating from the backdrop of the military
protect British trading interest against the hostilities of beleaguered and torpedoed the supposed fire brand civil-
the exploited natives and other competing colonial military relations in the early post independent Nigeria.
interests. This constabulary formed the nucleus of the The actions and inactions of the military had far reaching
Third Battalion of the Southern Regiment of the West salutary and implications on the political culture and the
African frontier Force (WAFF) established by in 1897 and democratic development in the post independent Nigeria.
further renamed the Nigeria Military Force, Royal Frontier
in June 1956 [5]. In 1900 the protectorate area outside The Military in Governance and Democratic
Lagos previously under the Royal Niger Company was Development: the Nigerian Scene: At independence in
taken over by the British government. Hence, in 1906, the October in 1960, the Nigerian military was a small
governors of the Colony and the Protectorate of Southern institution, which consisted of about 10,000 officers and
Nigeria constituted May 1 1906. Sir F. J. D. Lugard (now men [8]. Indeed at that time, only about fifteen of the
Lord Lugard) became the governor under this regime 1912, officer corps was Nigerians [7]. As the government of
and 1914 he made himself Governor- General NPC/NCNC coalition led by Abubakar Tafawa Balewa
superintending over the North and the Southern came on board, it made a bold attempt in recruiting
Protectorates [6]. Nigerians into the military service, this move increased the

Under this arrangement, the whole military structure number of the indigenous people in the army. The
fell under the purview and effective control of Lord Nigerian military began its involvement with governance
Lugard, the Governor- General as instrument of on January 15, 1966, when junior officers made a bid for
oppression and repression against the dissenting power, terminated the Balewa government, and
populace of Nigeria. Pitted in the service of British inadvertently brought General Aguyi Ironsi to power [9].
colonial interest, the colonial military was used to fight Aguyi Ironsi’s regime was found in a whirl wind and
colonial and imperialist wars, quash internal insurgency trying to find its feet on tackling the problems attendant
etc, and most of those recruited were illiterates and non to the coup, and equally addressing pertinent national
urbanities, majority whom were deliberately recruited from questions bedeviling the country at that material time.
the more docile (in terms of anti-colonial struggles) One of the decrees promulgated by the then head of
northern region [7]. Even though the colonial authority Federal Military Government, Major General Aguyi Ironsi,
claimed to have promoted the used of quota system in was the controversial Decree 34 which abolished the
recruitment into the army, the quota from practical federal system of government in the country and
indications was manipulated to foist ethno-regional substituted it with a unitary form of government. The
imbalance and keep away bright minds capable of existing four regions were abolished and the country was
analytically appreciating and challenging the status quo divided into provinces for purposes of governance. The
from the army [5]. It was this type of military formation action provoked violent response in the northern part of
that Nigeria had at independence, and this created a the Nigeria as it interpreted to mean Igbo domination of
professional confusion and backwardness in the military. the country particularly given the preceding events in the

Given its ubiquitous use to enforce the accumulation country in which several top northern army officers were
process, the colonial state, failed to instill in the army the eliminated. Thus, a mutiny was effected leading to the
notion of the legitimate purposes and limits of state action assassination of General Aguyi Ironsi and the emergence
and thus in the neo colonial dispensation the army is of a northerner, Lt Col (later General) Yakubu Gowon as
incapable of demonstrating the discipline of respecting the Head of state and Commander- in-Chief of the armed
acceptable procedures for gaining and maintaining power. forces [10]. The regime of Yakubu Gowon paid lip service
This point is reinforced by the fact that the instrument of to the plight of the Igbo who was the target of the July
repression was still needed for capital accumulation by 29  counter coup leading to the massive killing of theth
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Igbo officers and men in the army and decimation of the subsequent military involvement in politics and
civilian population in the northern Nigeria. The
continuous inability of Gowon government to address the
problems arising from the coup and restructuring of
federation severed the relation between the Federal
government and the Eastern Nigeria Government led by
Col Odumegwu Chukwuemeka. This stalemate convulsed
the fratricidal civil war between, 1967-1970.

When the Gowon led government refused to bulge
and restore democracy as promised, while he fumbled on
transition to democracy, his regime was overthrown by
Brigadier Murtala Mohammed in 1975.General Mohammed
soon announced a four year political transition
programme designed to terminate on 1 October 1979. He
also embarked on his reformist approach to sanitizing the
nation. His tenure was however short lived as he was
assassinated in an abortive coup led Colonel Buka Suka
Dimka on February 13, 1976. In spite this, his second in
command Brigadier (later General) Olusegun Obasanjo,
proceeded with the execution of the transition to civil rule
programme. The Constitution Draft Committee which had
earlier been set up by General Murtala Mohammed was to
produce an enduring and workable constitution for the
country. Following the submission of the Draft
Constitution by the Constitution Draft Committee, a
Constituent Assembly was set up by General Olusegun
Obasanjo in August 1977 to deliberate on it. The
constitution was later promulgated by the federal
government, and on October 1 1979, it became operational
when General Obasanjo handed over power to the newly
elected administration of Alhaji Shehu Shagari [10].

However, the period of civilian rule of the 2nd

Republic became a lull to military incursion in Nigeria
politics and governance. The military went back to
barracks to give the civilian a chance to govern while
manning the state security thereby keeping to its
constitutional responsibilities. Emerging from the period
of military regime from 1966-1979, it was imperative on the
military and civilian to start building the civil- military
relations, which suffered set back as a result of military
takeover in 1966. The Shagari government put in the
necessary democratic structures as provided in the 2nd

Republic Constitution. In the main, the 1979 constitution
provided for an Executive President who was also the
head of government and command –in-Chief of the Armed
Forces of Nigeria. This was a clear departure from what
operated in the First Republic that was based on
parliamentary system- Westminster model [10]. The crass
relationship between the military and the civilians as a
result of the  military  incursion  created  a  foundation  for

governance. This is essentially because the role that the
authoritarian regimes, especially the military variety, have
played in governance since attainment of independence
in the decade of the 1960s has given rise to so many
complex and interrelated processes, most of which
significant negative consequences on governance [9].
The military attitudes in governance have had far reaching
consequences on the entire governance in Nigeria and
even with reversal effect on the civilian administration
subsequently. For example, they make the process of
transition to democracy vexatious, democratic
consolidation very slow and conflict ridden, and the entire
democratic experiment precarious and susceptible to
authoritarian reversals [9].While the military held sway in
politics and governance, the civilians viewed the military
activities with scorn, disdain, disenchantment and char
grin amounting to weak civil-military relations. The
attempt by the military and the civilian to rebuild the
fracture civil-military in the 2  Republic, inbuilt proclivitynd

in the military officers led to effecting another coup on 31st

December, 1983 thereby degenerating and worsening the
civil- military relations in the post independence Nigeria.
On the side of the civilians in power in the 2  Republicnd

might not have taken care of the military and addressed
other attendant socio-political problems plaguing the
country. This is the crux of the matter why civil-military
relations were on the wane in the 2  Republic.nd

The collapse of the 2  Republic on 31  December,nd st

1983 brought the military into governance and politics.
The chain of military intervention in politics describes the
weakness of the Nigerian political system and the desire
of the military to use its role of force to cut its share of the
economy through political corruption. As the culture of
military coup continues to characterize the Nigerian
political system from 1960 -1999 with intermittent civilian
rules, it became a factor of destabilization of the political
culture and the civil-military relations. The period of
military interregnum between 1983 and 1999 witnessed a
plethora of human rights abuses and violations. In a good
setting of civil- relations, human rights are meaningfully
and adequately protected; this is as a result of the military
keeping to its constitutional duties of providing succor
and security to the civil society, the governed and the
political rulers of the state. The regime of General Ibrahim
Babangida and General Muhammad Buhari never cared
hoot about human rights protection rather than that; they
relished on human rights violations through the making of
draconian laws and decrees. Political oppositions were



Middle-East J. Sci. Res., 26 (1): 87-93, 2018

91

never brooked and formation of political parties was The Fourth Republic and the Improved Civil-imlitary
formed on interest bases. The attempt by regime of
Ibrahim Babangida to midwife the 1989 constitution and
conduct the transition to civil rule in 1993 led the nation
into political impasse and imbroglio. The constitutional
aberration of interim government led by Chief Ernest
Shonekan was ousted by General Sani Abacha who
reiterated that he to salvage the country from imminent
collapse. Human rights violations worsened as Abacha
embarked upon a gradual process of total elimination of all
opposition to his new regime [10]. The demise of General
Sani Abacha brought General Abdu salami Abubakar to
power in 1998, the regime which lasted till May 29  1999.th

However, despite the authoritarian nature inherent in
military rule, between its debut and swan song in 1999, the
military had contributed well in the development of
democracy. In the area of constitutional making, the
military had given Nigeria several constitutions such as:
the 1979, 1989, and currently the 1999 constitution that
brought in the Fourth Republic. The military moved
Nigeria from parliamentary system of government to
presidential system in 1999, a change that brought the
reform in the local government system making local
government democratic at the grassroots. Democracy
thrives from nadir to the highest echelon in the structure
of governance. This is achieved through the institutions
of local government system. Efforts were made by the
military to tackle issues bordering on national question.
The military accomplished this offering political solution
to ethnicity and minority questions and agitations since
the political independence of Nigeria. The creation of 36
states and 774 local government councils were meant to
address and douse heightened ethnic tensions and
minority agitations. The creations of local government
and states in Nigeria have contributed to political, social,
and economic development of the country. The military
has also contributed in keeping the country united in
spite of the fratricidal civil war, and other ethno-religious
crises that rocked the foundations of the country during
the period of military governance in Nigeria. The
immediate return of Nigeria to civil rule in 1999 indicated
that military had the desire for genuine democratic rule
and instituting democratic governance and sustaining it
showed that the previous military rules were all products
of inevitability and ineluctability consequent upon the
weak foundations of Nigeria. The military retiring to
barracks in 1999 has given rise to improved civil- military
relations which this paper considers in the next
subheading.

Relations in Nigeria: The return of democracy in 1999
after many years of military rule and dictatorship opened
up an era for democratic consolidation in the country. It
was on record that human rights suffered undue
violations and abuses orchestrated under various military
rules. During this period the state repressed social
groups, social movements, and civil societies in particular;
a situation showed that civil- military relations were not
robust and favorable. Many Nigerians believed that the
dawn of democracy in 1999 would increase good
governance, democratic consolidations, and human rights
protection, social and political development. Fourteen
years down the line, Nigeria is still sitting on a parlous
and wobbling foundations characterize by the same
features and attributes that the spurred the young military
officers to stage military coup in 1966. It would be recalled
that these factors brought the spree of military
intervention in governance and in politics, which we
discussed in the paper as factors responsible for poor
civil- military relations in Nigeria. The disengagement of
the military in 1999 paved way for the improved civil-
military relations, while the military return to its
constitutional duties of protecting the civil population
and those in governance. This paper attempts to discuss
those socio-political events that would have brought back
the military in power and governance, if not that the
military has developed serious civil-military relations
culture, which in all assessment and indication preserved
the democratic rule since 1999 till date. Nigeria has been
awash and inundated with all these nagging problems; yet
the military has kept to constitutional duties and
responsibilities of protecting the territorial integrity and
assisting the Nigeria Police Force and other sister
agencies in maintaining internal security and cohesion.

One of these problems is the rise of social movements
and ethnic militias, which found expression of their
agitation in a democracy after many years of repression
by the authoritarian military regime. The emergence of
Movement for the Actualization of the Sovereign State of
Biafra in the year 2000 by Ralph Uwazuruike citing
injustices meted on the Igbo people during the war and
after the war which ended in 1970. It is movement with the
primary focus of addressing the issues raised at Ahiara
Declaration by Dim Chukwuemeka Odumegwu Ojukwu,
which bothered on injustice against the Igbo nation
[11].This movement started mobilizing and creating
consciousness  among  the   Igbos   calling   for  their own
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sovereign state from the Republic of Nigeria, the crises objectives. In this type of terrorism, it could be
emanating from MASSOB activities have challenged the perpetrated by the state itself or by its opposition.
capacity of the Nigerian state to address basic human Instructively, political murder and massacre fall within the
rights issues. It will be recalled that the eastern part of the ambit of political terrorism. Political murder, doubtlessly,
country attempted to secede from the federation of is a common phenomenon of the domestic terrorism in
Nigeria in 1967; a  situation  that  led  to  fratricidal  civil Nigeria. Political murder had been prevalent under
war  between  1967-1970.The rise of ethnic militia cut Nigeria’s political leadership-military or civilians [15]. The
across  the  Nigerian   federation   to  include: Movement current onslaught of political terrorism inflicted on the
for the Survival of Ogoni people, the Niger Delta Nigerian state by the Islamic Sect Boko Haram ranging
Volunteer  Force,  Movement for the Emancipation of from mass killing, murder, arson and destruction of public
Niger  Delta  (MEND).Bakasi  Boys,Egbesu.Odua property and institutions. Schools and Christian churches
People’s Congress (OPC) and other social movements are the principal victims in the onslaught of the current
that began to challenge the Nigerian state became spate of terrorism. The activities of Boko Haram,the
pronounced in the Fourth Republic[12]. The Bakasi Self religious riots in the northern parts of the country and the
Determination Front rose in the recent time as a result of repulsive ethnic skirmishes across the country that have
social and political neglect by the Nigerian state, a group deified all state’s attempt to curbing them define Nigeria
that is currently calling for her sovereign state from as a failed state. The inability of the current leadership in
Nigeria [13]. Nigeria under this Fourth Republic casts doubt on its

Sequel to formation of these social movements and capacity to solve these logjams. A close and critical
ethnic militia particularly in the Niger Delta as a result total examination and analysis, one will discover that the above
negligence by the state, with the accompanying continual critical issues have surpassed the very conditions that
exploitation of the Niger Delta resources(oil) that violence caused the 1  military coup in 1966. So this paper avers
has taken new dimensions. These groups attacked oil that the military has developed high culture of decorum
pipelines and other facilities of Transnational Oil and professionalism by providing adequate security and
Companies in the region. This is because most of the safeguarding the democratic experience in the Fourth
institutions vested with the responsibility of enhancing Republic. I was aghast and expressed utter consternation
development in the region have failed in this regard [12]. when there was lacuna and absence of leadership
The activities of this ethnic militia in the Niger Delta between November 23 , 2009 and February 2010 as result
constituted affront, assault, and threats to the corporate of President Yara’dua’s absence; the constitutional crisis
survival of Nigeria and her national security. The attempt attendant to this scenario was sufficient objective
to address the Niger Delta crisis forced the Nigerian state condition for the military to stage a comeback to politics
to invite the military assistance in the formation of Joint and governance. In all these situations, the military
Task Force in order to law and order in the region and refused to intervene in politics; an act this paper avers
subsequently granting of amnesty by President Umaru amounts to high level and improved civil-military
Musa Yara’dua in 2009. The President declared thus: relations. This is unlike the previous time, when the
citing Section 175 of the constitution of the Federal military stages a comeback on slight and flimsy grounds.
Republic of Nigeria, the President, who said the militants The 1983 military coup of General Muhammad Buhari
and their leaders had until October 4, 2009, to renounce could not be anchored on strong reasons but on undue
militancy declared, “I hereby grant amnesty and desire and quest for power by the ambitious military
unconditional pardon to all those who have directly or officers, who wanted power at all cost. Democracy has
indirectly in the commission of offences associated with endured in this dispensation, because the military has
militant activities in the Niger Delta” [14]. The problems in given it a chance and a decisive support through the
the Niger Delta boil to national question, identity and culture of civil-military relations akin to that of developed
legitimacy crisis in Nigeria. democracies in the world system of states. With this kind

As Nigeria was trying to address and solve the Niger of civil- military relations in place in Nigeria, democratic
Delta questions in 2009, another social movement, the and all other forms of development will be assured and
Boko Haram came on board and began to unleash political guaranteed. It is urged that civil-military relations synergy
terrorism on the state in various dimensions and degrees. of this magnitude should be maintained in the interest of
Political terrorism is aimed at achieving political all Nigerians.
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CONCLUSIONS 3. Mundt, R.J., et al., 2010. Politics in Nigeria, in
A.G.Almond & Bingham (eds), Comparative Politics

In every democracy, the need for civil-military Today: A world View. India: Pearson Publishers.
relations is a norm and culture required to entrench good 4. Huntington, S., 1957. The Soldier and the state.
governance and development. The political stability of Harvard: Harvard University Press.
Nigerian political System can only be guaranteed under 5. Omeje, K., 2000. Military and the Destabilizations of
the mien and ambience of civilized civil- military relations. Nigeria Political Culture: The Politics of De-
The civil- military relations suffered serious setback in the democratisation. African Political Science Review,
past with inception from the political independence in 1(1): 67-90.
1960 to the contemporary Nigeria. The paper has taken a 6. Orizu, A.A., 1980. Politics without Bitterness. Enugu:
cursory look at the history of the Nigerian military, military Nwamife Pulblishers Limited.
coups, military in governance and military contributions 7. Momoh, A. and Adejumobi, 1999. The Nigerian
to the political development and the improved civil- Military and the Crisis of Democratic Transition. A
military relations in the post independent Nigeria. Study in the Monopoly of Power. Lagos: CLO.

It is the discovery of this paper that the military 8. Ukpabi, S., 1987. Origins of the Nigerian Army. Zaria:
incursion into the Nigerian politics was the inevitability of Gasikya Corporation.
socio-political convulsions arising from the weak 9. Jega, M.A., 2007. Democracy, Good Governance &
foundations of Nigeria’s federation and the subsequent Development in Nigeria. Ibadan: Spectrum Books
incursion of the military in governance became the Limited.
product of political economy of Nigeria structured on the 10. Akinboye, S.O. and A. Remi, 2005. Nigerian
principle of spoil system. The paper also discovered that Government and Politics, in A Remi & F. Enemuo
the military has contributed immensely to democratic (eds) Elements of Politics. Lagos: Sam Iroanusi
development, despite public tirades and strictures by Publications.
laying down the necessary structures for the thriving of 11. Mbagwu, M.O., 2004. Militant Groups and Survival of
democracy such as: creating representative structures at Democracy in Nigeria, in O. Jona & P. U Okpoko
the local government system in 1979, creation of 36 states (eds) Ethnic Nationalism & Democratic
in the federation, and creation of 774 local government Consolidation: Perspective From Nigeria and the
councils in the post independent Nigeria. United States of America. Nsukka: Great Ap Express

Finally, the paper avers that the improved civil- Publishers Ltd.
military relations in the Fourth Republic has gone a long 12. Okeke, G.S.M., 2011. Violence and Politics in Ngeria’s
way nurturing and sustaining democratic governance in Niger Delta:Causes Dimensions and Remedies in
spite of the present socio-political and nation building A.Rmi (ed) Vilolence and Politics in Nigeria; The Tiv,
challenges facing the country. The military is a strong Yoruba and Niger Delta Experience. Lagos: Sam
institution in a democracy. And therefore, civil- military Iroanusi Publications.
relations should be nurtured and promoted between the 13. Ani, K.J. and G.C. Aro, 2013. Ethnic Nationalism and
military and the constituted civil authorities in the post Identity Politics in Nigeria: Implication for the Rise of
independent Nigeria. By this development can be Bakasi Self Determination Front. Awka: Fab Anieh
guaranteed forthwith in Nigeria. Nig Ltd.
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