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Abstract: Urbanization is a global development paradigm which is currently sweeping through developing
countries like a wild fire. In the circumstance of the magnitude and speed of urbanization in these countries
many governments appear overwhelmed and unable to cope with its challenges. Consequently, basic
infrastructures and services are rarely provided as urban growth proceeds haphazardly with severe threats to
the well-being of the people and society. Nigeria is one of the emerging countries which are currently grappling
with the challenges of urbanization especially in the areas of security of lives and property. The present work
has been motivated by the current inadequacy in urban policy implementation in relation to security. This
study, therefore, is based on extensive literature review and archival retrieval of historical documents. The paper
identified some salient features of the urbanization process in Nigeria. These include rapid population growth
and changing demographic structure; poverty and unemployment; difficulties in accessing housing delivery
inputs; and lack of adequate capacity on the part of government. The paper further examined the implications
of these challenges in relation to the issue of insecurity in urban areas. It thus maintained that urban policies
in developing cities if properly implemented and managed should bring about a reduction of the lingering and
persistent insecurity challenges and promote economic and social development.
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INTRODUCTION In the submission of Muggah [1] more than three

Though urbanization is not a recent phenomenon; it figure is expected to rise to five billion by 2050. Perhaps
is however an ever evolving and contemporaneous most striking is the fact that most of the population
development paradigm. Since the early 1800s, movements growth in the coming decades will occur in low- and
of people especially from the rural areas to more urban middle-income countries of Africa. Notwithstanding that
areas have been recorded [1]. This movement pattern Africa is apparently a late starter in the urbanization race
signals the preference for urban as against rural areas. [4]. However, it is urbanizing at such an alarming rate that
There are factors responsible for this preference; urban predictions suggest Africa will enter the urban age around
areas hold greater prospects in terms of mobility of labour 2030 when half of Africans will live in urban areas [5, 4].
and opportunities, better infrastructures for more Nigeria is notably the most populous African nation and
comfortable living, and greener pastures for its residents. predicted to drive this urban population growth [6]. At
Consequently, [2:23] add that “population of people current growth rate, one of its cities, Lagos will be the
residing in urban areas increased from 13% in 1900 to 49% third largest city in the world with a population of over 24
in 2005. Numerically, this represented a move from 220 million by 2020 [7].
million people in 1900 to 3.2 billion people in 2005. By According to Trivedi, Sareen & Dhyani [8: 43]
2011, there were already 480 cities with populations in “Urbanization is driving the economies of most of the
excess of one million as against 80 of such cities in 1950”. nations of the world especially developed nations”, and
Presently, available evidence shows that more than half of O’Neill states that “living in cities offers individuals and
the world’s population resides in cities [3, 2]. families a variety of opportunities [2]. He further adds

billion people currently reside in urban centres and this
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that, “It brings with it possibilities of improved access to This paper sets out to assess the trends and security
housing, transportation, road networks, health facilities, challenges of urbanization in Nigeria. The paper intends
education, jobs, goods and services for poor people in to provide solutions to a number of pertinent issues
developing countries and beyond as globalization revolving around urbanization and urban policy
connects cities world-wide” [2: 21]. Being hubs for implementation, insecurity and its challenges and
civilizations and culture and with their unquestionable prospects for socio-economic development in Nigeria.
potential, they are expected to offer employment, shelter,
stability, prosperity, security, social inclusion and more Objectives of the Study: The central objective of this
equitable access to these services. All these, according to paper was to assess urbanization as a global paradigm in
[5] would make lives safer, healthier, sustainable and more the light of the issues and challenges of insecurity in
convenient. Nigeria. To achieve the above objective, therefore, the

Nevertheless, urbanization in developing countries paper sought to pursue the following specific objectives:
such as Nigeria has followed a different trajectory from To determine what constitutes urbanization;
the above premise, leaving many overwhelmed urban To assess salient issues in urbanization,  urban
residents and their governments in frustration, despair planning and administration in Nigeria;
and confusion [9]. The physical manifestations of rapid To determine the challenges of urban insecurity and
urbanization in many developing  countries  like Nigeria its impact on socio-economic development in Nigeria;
are   often   chaotic   and   reflective   of   the  profound and
and   far-reaching     demographic,    social   and  economic To estimate strategies for effective urban security
transformations occurring in these countries. and socio-economic development in Nigeria.
Unfortunately, the opportunities of urbanization are
jeopardized akin to policy inconsistency, lack of adequate Research Questions: The following research questions
resources or rather misuse of available resources, are posed to serve as guide to the study:
resulting in deficient basic infrastructure, inefficient What constitutes urbanization?
services and well-conceived planning cum implementation What are the salient issues in urbanization, urban
[5: 12]. Urbanization process in Africa has consequently planning and administration in Nigeria?
been described as “pseudo-urbanization” [9: 9]. This What are the challenges of urban insecurity and its
scenario no doubt leaves much to be desired and impact on socio-economic development in Nigeria?
therefore gives cause for serious concern both by What are the strategies for effective urban security
individuals and governments alike. and socio-economic development in Nigeria?

It is incumbent upon the above; that this paper
sought to assess the urbanization phenomenon in the Literature Review
light of issues in urban insecurity and allied challenges Conceptual Framework of Urbanization: Urbanization is
confronting urban areas and economic and social one of the major demographic and economic phenomena
development with reference to Nigeria. in developing countries, with important consequences for

Statement of the Problem: Urbanization no doubt is a Thus urbanization is a global phenomenon that has
welcome development. It is the aspiration of governments transformed and continues to alter landscapes and the
in different countries to urbanise and more so to sustain ways in which societies function and develop [3]. Cities
the tempo. In the light of the ongoing, urbanization offer the lure of better employment, education, health care,
remains one of the most pervasive phenomenal issues and culture; and they contribute disproportionately to
occurring in many developing countries in general and national economies [8]. 
Nigeria in particular. It is disheartening however, that the Lin [10] in the Oxford Advanced Learners Dictionary,
rapidity of urban population growth apparently places a defined urbanization as follows; Urbanization is the
burden on existing infrastructure and opportunities with situation of having lots of towns, streets, factories etc.
reference to Nigeria and other emerging economies of rather than country side. Furthermore, urbanization is the
Africa. This indubitably poses grave consequences for physical growth of urban areas as a result of rural
effective security of lives and property as well as socio- migration and even suburban concentration into cities
economic development, which is yet to be fully grasped. particularly  the  very  large  ones.  The U.N projected that

economic development, energy use, and well being [2].
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half of the world’s Population would live in urban areas at on the decline, populations of developing countries are
the end of 2008 and that 64.1% and 85.9% of developing growing rapidly [14]. The world urban population is
and developed world respectively will be urbanized by expected to increase by 72 per cent by 2050, from 3.6
2050. A country is said to be urbanized when over 50% of billion in 2011 to 6.3 billion in 2050. Virtually all of the
its population lives in urban places, Great Britain and expected growth in the world population will be
some European countries are among the first countries to concentrated in cities of developing countries whose
become urbanized. population is projected to increase from 2.7 billion in 2011

In Potts [10] submission, definitions of “urban” vary to 5.1 billion in 2050 [6]. Lagos, Nigeria, for example is
from country to country. Basically, urbanization is the projected to have a population of 18.9 million which will
shift from a rural to an urban society, and involves an place it as the 11  most populous city. This implies that
increase in the number of people in urban areas during a most of the expected urban growth will actually take place
particular period [8, 2]. The United Nations Habitat in 2006 in developing countries. Unfortunately, these are the
described it as the increased concentration of people in countries that are ill-equipped to handle such enormous
cities rather than in rural areas. Urbanization is the surge in population. Consequently, majority of the
outcome of social, economic and political developments population increase will be accommodated via informal
that lead to urban concentration and growth of large strategies.
cities, changes in land use and transformation from rural There are disparities in urban growth. Consequently,
to metropolitan pattern of organization and governance. amongst continents and even within a country or a city,
Urbanization also finds expression principally in outward urban growth is not uniform. Although the world has
expansion of the built-up area and conversion of prime attained the 50% urbanization in 2007, Asia will achieve
agricultural lands into residential and industrial uses. This that feat by 2020, while Africa is likely to reach the 50 per
process usually occurs when a nation is still developing. cent urbanization rate benchmark in 2035 [6]. According
The trend toward urbanization is a worldwide to the 2011 Revision of the World Urbanization Prospects
phenomenon [2]. the urban areas of the world are expected to gain 1.4

Gould [12] maintained that London was the major city billion people between 2011 and 2030, 37 per cent of which
of the world in the nineteenth century, being the first to will come from China (276 million) and India (218 million).
reach the population of one million, a feat  not  attained by The report predicts that between 2030 and 2050 another
Paris until the mid-nineteenth century, New York until 1.3 billion people will be added to the global urban
1871, Berlin until 1880 and Vienna until 1885. Outside population. With a total addition of 121 million people,
Europe the largest cities were Tokyo and Beijing. Today, Nigeria will be the second major contributor next to India.
the distribution of the world's largest cities is markedly Together, these two countries are expected to account for
different being dominated by cities in developing 31 per cent of urban growth during 2030-2050 [6]. Such
countries. United Nations [6: 7] revealed that, “by 2011 rapid growth of the population of the less developed
only three cities from the developed countries, namely regions [11] combined with the near stagnation of the
Tokyo (37.2 million), New York (20.4 million) and Los population in the more developed regions implies that the
Angeles (13.4 million) were among the world's top twenty gap in the number of urban dwellers between the two will
cities. Lagos (11.2 million), Nigeria was ranked 19 ”. continue to increase [14]. And considering the poorth

Evidence in Literature suggests three features which economic performance of the developing countries, the
distinguish the current trend of global urbanization. urban areas will be faced with a lot of challenges mostly
Firstly, it is taking place mainly in developing countries; resulting in insecurity.
secondly it is occurring rapidly and thirdly the severance
of its occurrence and impact appear unevenly distributed Conceptualizing Security/Insecurity: Security is a most
across the globe, as Cohen [13] observed. Between 2011 sought after condition; no matter the dimension from
and 2030, it is projected that the urban population of which one approaches it. In the above light, the concept
Ukraine will decline by 2 million and that of Bulgaria by 0.2 of security is not alien and has been central even in the
million [6]. Similarly, between 2030 and 2050, more primitive societies. The need for security necessitated the
countries like Japan, the Russian Federation, the Republic social contract in which people willingly surrendered their
of Korea and Ukraine will experience varying degrees of rights to an organ (government) who oversees the
reductions in their urban populations. Thus while many survival of all. For decades, issues relating to security
developed countries are either growing very slowly or are tend to occupy the centre stage in the development

th
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discourse. With the end of the cold war, there have being defense, protection and the absence of threats to acquire
attempts to shift conceptualization of security from a values [19:2]. Security in an objective sense, measures the
state-centric perspective to a broader view that places absence of threats to acquire values, in subjective sense,
premium on individuals, in which human security that the absence of fear that such values will be attacked [20].
embodies elements of national security, human rights and In spite of its conceptual complexities, the understanding
national development remain major barometer for of the term shows that security is vital for national
explaining the concept. At the heart of this debate there cohesion, peace and sustainable development. Thus:
have been attempts to deepen and widen the concept of “Security has to do with freedom from danger or with
security from the level of the states to societies and threats to a nation’s ability to protect and develop itself,
individuals, and from military to non-military issues [15: 9]. promote its cherished values and legitimate interests and

There are therefore, two contending perspectives, enhance the well being of its people. Thus, internal
which tend to provide the basis for the conceptualization security could be seen as the freedom from or the absence
of human security. One is a neo-realist theoretical of those tendencies which could undermine internal
framework, which is predicated on the primacy and cohesion and the cooperate existence of the nation and its
centrality of state in conceptualizing security. It tends to ability to maintain its vital institutions for the promotion
explain security from the standpoint of state primary of its core values and socio-political and economic
responsibility. Within this context, Buzan [16] argued that objectives, as well as meet the legitimate aspirations of the
the “straitjacket” militaristic approach to security that people. Internal security also implies freedom from danger
dominated the discourse during the Cold War was to life and prosperity” [21]. It therefore refers to the search
“simple-minded” and subsequently led to the to avoid, prevent, reduce, or resolve violent conflict-
underdevelopment of the concept. For him, human whether the threat originates from other states, non-state
security includes political, economic, social and actors, or structural socio-economic conditions [22:2].
environmental threats including those that are militaristic. A truism as it is from the foregoing that national
Thus, Buzan [16] illustrated a tripartite concept analysis security is a desideratum, sine qua non for economic
of security based on international system, state level and growth and development of any country [23:42]. Security
individual level but submitted that sovereign states seems to be critical in the life of any nation as it attracts
should remain the most effective security provider. and propels development. The concept of development

The second approach is a postmodernist or pluralist seems to be in a state of flux since the end of the Second
view that seeks to displace the state as a major provider World War. In the early 1940s the ideological differences
of security but rather places greater emphasis on non- between the Socialist East and the Capitalist West
state actors. Advocates of this approach tend to argue appears to have influenced the meaning and the
that the concept of security goes beyond a military conceptualization of the term. Ake [24:9] argues that the
determination of threats. According to Booth [17] States ideology of development itself became a problem for
and implicitly governments must no longer be the primary development because of the conflict between its manifest
referents of security because governments which are and latent functions. At the time when development
supposed to be the “guardians of their peoples’ security” seems to be conceived as the outcome of economic
have instead become the primary source of insecurity for growth, many theorists as Rostow [25] and Harrod and
the many people who live under their sovereignty. As a Domar [26], among others proposed models of
result, Booth [17] further argued that human security is development, generally identifying structural changes,
ultimately more important than state security. While savings and investments as the source of economic
concurring with Both, Nwabueze [18:2] posited that development and growth [12: 67]. The assumption was
economic security of the individual is or should be of far that economic growth would generate fund for investment
greater concern to the government and society than the and infrastructural development that would guarantee
security of the state. better living condition of people.

Thus, some scholars seem to place emphasis on
absence of threat to acquire values or tendencies that Urbanization in Nigeria: Available data on urbanization
would undermine national cohesion and peace as criteria in Nigeria is largely conflicting [12, 28, 29]. According to
for determining what security connotes [19-21]. In his Abiodun [30] such data constrains effective discourse.
view, David (2006) in Igbuzor [19] posited that security is UN-Habitat and the World Bank are the most frequently
the condition or feeling of safety from harm or danger, the cited sources of urban population statistics. However,
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their data are sometimes misleading and appear In 1990 there were twenty-one state capitals in
exaggerated as opined by [11]. In Nigeria, virtually every Nigeria, with estimated populations of at least 100,000
census since 1952 has been highly contested [11]. This is inhabitants each which were projected to double every
perhaps due to both political and economic reasons. fifteen years [35]. According to Agbola & Agunbiade [36:
Economically, federal statutory allocation to states is 24] “43.5% of the Nigeria people lived in urban areas as at
influenced by their population. Thus states with 2000 with predictions that the urban population will hit the
reportedly low populations are disadvantaged in resource 50% mark by the year 2010 and 65% by 2020, given an
allocation from the federal level. Politically, in the annual urban population growth of 5.5%”.
democratic setting politics is a game of numbers and Akin to what obtains in other developing countries,
political parties controlling large population can be at an rapid urban growth in Nigeria has outpaced capacity of
advantage. Population is also one of the indices upon government to plan for it. Often, growth occurs so quickly
which parliamentary representation is based. Despite the that government officials do not have relevant statistics
controversies, available data give sufficient indications of needed for sustainable development. Another constraint
Nigeria’s urban status. has been dwindling national resources, which have

Long before the British colonial administration in further been depleted by massive and uncontrolled
Nigeria, there were already in existence fairly large human corruption. Consequently, development is meager,
settlements [31]. These were mainly driven by trade insufficient and not associated with the commensurate
(including slave trade) and administration. However, pre- economic growth and effective redistributive measures
independence Nigeria had a very low urban population as required to alleviate poverty and create economic
well as urban population growth [32]. As at 1921, only ten opportunities needed to improve living standards and
Nigerian settlements had urban status and by 1931 only quality of life of the people [37, 4].
two cities, Lagos and Ibadan had populations in excess of The point to be noted here is that city growth and
a hundred thousand people each. Post-independence expansion in  Nigeria   has   been  largely  uncontrolled
Nigeria witnessed more rapid rate of urbanization. Nigeria [37-39]; thereby compounding urbanization problems in
since independence has become an increasingly Nigerian. These problems include inadequate and poor
urbanized and urban-oriented society. By the early 1960s housing; slum settlements; inadequate water supply;
the cities of Lagos and Ibadan had populations in excess waste disposal; traffic and human congestion; high rates
of half a million people each [32, 33, 34]. In addition, there of unemployment and underdevelopment; poverty; crime
were twenty four cities with populations of not less than and other social problems [34, 7]. Although studies have
a hundred thousand people. shown that the problem of housing is universal [40-42]

However, it was not until the period between 1970 opine that it is more critical in developing countries like
and 1995 that Nigeria witnessed an unprecedented high Nigeria because of its magnitude and lack of resources to
level of urbanization reputedly the fastest urbanization effectively tackle it. About 60-70% of Nigerian urban
growth rate in the world at the time [35]. By 1991, Nigeria dwellers live in slums or squatter settlements [7].
was reportedly 37% urbanized. The rapid growth rate of Nigeria’s socio-economic and environmental
urban population in Nigeria was spurred by the oil boom indicators show very poor performance across the board.
prosperity of the 1970s and resultant massive Poverty is an acute problem in Nigeria. Nigeria has one of
development projects in the country which catalyzed a the highest poverty rates in sub-Saharan Africa and the
great influx of people into urban areas. third largest number of poor in the world, after China and

Aniah [32] submitted the following as factors Development (USAID) 2006). Although at 3%, extreme
responsible for high urbanization in Nigeria: poverty was virtually non-existent in Nigeria’s urban

The oil boom of the 1970s and early 1980s; areas in 1980 (Potts, 2001) reports that by 1996 about one
Government policies which resulted in the creation of quarter of the urban population was poor. Urban poverty
new states and local government areas; levels increased from 28% in 1980 to 66% in 1996. 55% of
Creation of a new federal capital territory in Abuja; urban residents currently live on less than one dollar a
Establishment of new universities; and day in purchasing power parity terms [43]. According to
Large scale government sponsored construction United States Agency for International Development
projects including sea ports, refineries and steel (USAID) [43], in 2000 the maternal mortality rate in Nigeria
companies. was estimated at 800 deaths per 100,000 live births. Life

India (United States Agency for International
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expectancy is the most common indicator of health Analysis and Discussion
conditions in a country. Life expectancy in Nigeria was Urban Areas and Challenges of Insecurity: From
44.9 years in 2003, down from 47.5 years in 1999. This is available evidence, most urban centres have reasonable
one of the lowest in the world, below those of Ghana (54.4 number of slum settlements, these slums are known for
years) and Cameroon (48.0 years) [43]. It is therefore, in high level of social disorganization, which predisposes
the light of the above issues and challenges as identified them to being a fertile ground for most anti-social, deviant
that urban centres are virtually faced by myriads of and illegal behaviours affecting urban centres. Here we
insecurity problems that require serious commitment to be identify a number of them below according to Obateru
dealt with. [51]:

Theoretical Framework High Crime Rate, Hideouts for Criminals and People of
Optimists and Pessimists Debate Suspicious Conducts: Given the unplanned setting urban
Comments arising from theories and empirical studies slums are easily infiltrated by criminals and individuals
relating to the effects of urbanization on insecurity and with criminal motives. These are people who engage in
economic performance polarize into two, namely: The nocturnal activities and use the slums as their base,
Optimists and Pessimists schools. The optimists’ led by hideout and safe haven. More so as a result of the
its major proponents; Boserup [44] and Hoover [45] presence of these bad eggs in the slums, there is
suggest that urbanization leads to greater productivity apparently high crime rate in such settlements and its
either by inducing innovation, producing innovation, or environs. The consequences of this for the slum residents
through creating greater economies of scale, cannot be over-emphasized as it produces and reproduces
specialization or agglomeration. an atmosphere of criminality in such settlements.

The pessimists on the other hand led by such major
proponents as Henderson [46] and MacManara [47] posit Risky and Promiscuous Sexual Behaviour: There is
that urbanization could impact negatively on economic seemingly high rate of permissiveness especially in
performance if it is excessive or haphazard. This is relation to sexual orientation among residents of urban
because urban growth means high aggregation of people. slums. This is more complicated by the nature of
With a larger population, each worker will have less settlement, which does not make for effective parenting
productive factors (especially capital) both accumulated and discipline. There is general assumption that people
and non-accumulated to work with. As a result, even if who grow up in slums are predisposed to sexual
output grows in the aggregate, per capita output will tend promiscuity, which results in high rates of unwanted
to be smaller. This pessimist view is based in the pregnancies, abortions and prevalence of sexually
Malthusian tradition, though with substantial transmitted infections.
modification and improvements. Pessimists therefore
suggest that rapid urbanization can only be beneficial, if High Level of School Drop-outs and Low Educational
accompanied by massive capital formation or other major Aspirations: In the events of reckless living prevalent in
stimuli which will be sufficient to off-set the low level urban slums, some of the factors earlier indicated have
equilibrium trap which may be created through rapid resulted in high rate of school dropouts among the youth.
population increases [48, 47]. Among slum settlers it is rare to find persons with high

Methodology: The bulk of data used for this study was atmosphere of severe poverty, which compels people to
obtained from archival materials and documented develop zeal on how to make money by all means.
evidence from secondary sources. This was complimented
by observations and professional experience garnered in Drug Peddling, Drug Abuse and Alcoholism: It is a
a number of urban centres where the writer has resided as truism that urban slums are fertile grounds for drug
a scholar and researcher for a reasonable period. The peddling and its abuse. These anti-social behaviours are
foregoing provided ample data needed to elucidate the carried out with reckless abandon and without fear of the
salient features of urbanization and urban insecurity in law enforcement agencies. Alcoholism complements the
Nigeria and how this has impacted on socio-economic problem of drug abuse in slums. In the absence of
development. Similar methodology has been adopted by effective parental care and control young people engage
[49, 50]. Analysis of data therefore is based on logical in these negative conducts even in the presence of their
sequence of content analysis. own parents.

educational aspirations. This is complicated more by an
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Overall High Rate of Insecurity: Most slum settlements Deepening of hunger and poverty in the polity. 
are lacking in adequate security provisioning for Discourages local and foreign investment as it makes
residents. The bad ones among them constitute serious investment unattractive to business people. 
threat to the general public. Residents are thus exposed to Halts business operations during period of violence
the nefarious activities of criminals and bandits who and outright closure of many enterprises in the areas
inhabit the areas as their hideouts. This atmosphere of or zones where incidence of insecurity is rife and are
insecurity provides the enabling environment for other on daily occurrence. 
crimes such as kidnapping, armed robbery, stealing, rape Increases security spending by business
and more. organizations and governments. 

Consequences of Urban Insecurity in Nigeria: Insecurity is prevalence of insecurity.
has been a major challenge to the Nigerian government
and urban dwellers in recent times. The activities of the Socio economic development is the primary goal of
Islamic sect (Boko Haram) have led to loss of lives and every well meaning government, and it is essentially
properties in the country especially in the Northern part dependent on the level of economic activities in a
of Nigeria. Some of these activities include bombing, country; the level of economic activities is in turn
suicide bomb attacks, sporadic shooting of unarmed and enhanced by peaceful co-existence by people. In the
innocent citizens, burning of police stations, churches, absence of security, socio-economic development cannot
and others. Kidnapping, rape, armed robbery and political be sustained as it destroys economic, human and social
violence have been another major challenge facing the capital. Insurgence in Northern-Eastern Nigeria has almost
country. This has implications for the development of the crippled economic activities in that region. Also activities
Nigerian Economy. This study has shown empirically that of other militia groups in other urban centres or parts of
terrorism and insecurity impacts negatively on economic the country pose serious threat to the economic health of
development in Nigeria. It has made government to divert these regions. The security crises in different parts of
resources meant for development purposes to security Nigeria is destroying existing infrastructure and
votes and allied problems. This finding is in line with preventing a peaceful environment for the development of
other studies on different countries of the world. Nigeria further infrastructure, and a safe environment for
has been included among one of the terrorist countries of economic activities by individuals to give them economic
the world. Many lives and properties have been lost and empowerment that will enable households not only to
a large number of citizens rendered homeless. Families cater for their present generations, create wealth, but also
have lost their loved ones. Many women are now widows. to provide for future generations. 
Children become orphans with no hope of the future. The report by World Bank [52] on “Conflict, Security
Government has made frantic effort to tackle these and Development” reveals that about 1.5billion people
challenges posed by insecurity in the country and put an live in countries affected by political and criminal
end to it but the rate of insecurity is still alarming and violence, which has exacerbated human misery, and
seems to defy every applied solutions. disrupted urban development. The bane of Nigeria’s

Insecurity in urban areas of Nigeria has retarded socio Insecurity situation is costing Nigeria its leadership role
economic development in various ways. These include: in Africa in terms of development. Consequently, more

Social dislocation and population displacement proactive initiatives regarding tackling menace of urban
Social tensions and new pattern  of  settlements insecurity are needed in Nigeria since security is central
which encourages violent behaviours. to socio-economic development, and no national
Heightens citizenship question which encourages development agenda of the government can be achieved
hostility between “indigenes” and “settlers”. if there is no solution to the menace of insecurity ravaging
Dislocation and disruption of family and communal the country.
life.
General atmosphere of mistrust, fear, anxiety and Findings of the Study: Relying on evidence as reviewed
frenzy and presented in this study, the following points are
Dehumanization of women, children, and men noted as findings of the study:
especially in areas where rape, child abuse and That urbanization in Nigeria corresponds with
neglect are used as instruments of war. population explosion in cities;

Migration of people from area or region where there

development particularly in urban centres is insecurity.
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That such geometric increase in population is rarely Providing planning schemes (Housing Estates, to be
complemented by adequate infrastructural facilities;
That in the case of Nigeria there is a dearth of
consistency in policy implementation with respect to
housing, employment and other relevant urban needs
of the populace; this has resulted in emergence of
urban slum settlements which serve as hideouts for
criminal elements;
That there is high level of criminal behaviours and
insecurity issues confronting virtually all major urban
centres in Nigeria today;
That the challenges posed by urban insecurity has
seriously affected the pace of development in urban
centres;
That effective measures should be put in place as
recommended below to ameliorate the indiscriminate
rate and challenges of urban insecurity in Nigeria
today.

Recommendations: The situation requires urgent action
as the elimination of these threats should be the number
one goal of governments in Nigeria at all levels as the
country cannot achieve any significant development
amidst insecurity and violence. 

Government must be proactive in dealing with
security issues and threats, through modern methods
of intelligence gathering, and intelligence sharing,
training, logistics, motivation, and deploying
advanced technology in managing security
challenges.
The real panacea for solving insecurity challenge in
Nigerian urban centres is for government to
accelerate the pace of development. Development in
this context consists of creating an economy with
relevant social, economic and physical infrastructure
for business operations and industrial growth, to
provide gainful employment, high level of
educational facilities, and medical care for the people.
Governments at all levels should ensure that rising
poverty indices are reversed and a realistic social
security programme is pursued and systematically
implemented to ensure that the populace meets their
basic needs.
Making sure from onset measures are put in place to
design master plans for the states and cities and
ensure effective control and implementation. 
Zoning Land uses so that areas are strictly mapped
out for various purposes such as residential,
commercial purposes, industrial layouts, roads and
railway lines etc.

done by the federal and state governments for LGA).
Formulation and prompt implementation of policies
that can solve infrastructural deficiency problems.
Carrying out urban regeneration to stop the issues of
slums and blight Areas.

CONCLUSION

Insecurity in any environment; urban or otherwise,
constitutes threat to lives and properties, hinders
business activities, and discourages local and foreign
investors, all of which stifles and retards socio-economic
development of a country. In Nigeria there has been rising
wave of urbanization aligned to insecurity challenges
since the country attained independence in 1960. This
rising wave has not abated but has assumed a dangerous
dimension which is even threatening the corporate
existence of the country as one geographical entity..

The study succeeded in establishing that
urbanization in developing countries has followed a
different trajectory from what obtains in developed
countries, leaving many overwhelmed urban residents and
their governments in frustration, despair and confusion.
The physical manifestations of rapid urbanization in many
developing countries like Nigeria are often chaotic and
reflective of the profound and far-reaching demographic,
social and economic transformations occurring in these
countries. Unfortunately, the opportunities of
urbanization are jeopardized by policy inconsistency, lack
of adequate resources or rather misuse of available
resources, resulting in deficient basic infrastructure,
inefficient services and well-conceived planning cum
implementation. Urbanization process in Africa has
consequently been described as “pseudo-urbanization”.
The consequence has largely been that of widespread
insecurity, which has become the bane of urban
development in Nigeria today and therefore calls for
urgent national response to alleviating the situation. 
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