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Abstract: This study is an appraisal of National Security and the management of 2015 general election in Ebonyi
State. The study became imperative considering the dangers of electoral violence such as maiming, wanton
destruction of lives and property, thuggery and snatching of ballot boxes during the elections in Ebonyi state.
The study took a cursory look at the role of police in providing adequate security to electoral materials and of
more importantly the electorates. The specific objectives of this study are (i) to examine the role of the police
to the management of 2015 general election (ii) to evaluate why Nigerian police became susceptible to political
manipulation and complacent with the protection of lives and property during the election. The methodology
adopted is content analysis which made use of secondary data source. The theoretical framework for this study
is power theory. The major findings of this work were that the role of Nigerian police during the election has
the potentialities of undermining national security in Nigeria, truncating peace, unity and stability that would
have promoted national cohesion and permitted democratic practices and principles in the country. The
implication is that, if these variables were kept on check, there would be more hope and expectations for free,
fair and credible elections. The study recommended that since the Nigerian police have become susceptible to
political manipulation, officers that engage in snatching ballot boxes should either be tried or dismissed if found
guilty and there should be a review of electoral acts to allow officers that provided security during the election
give their witnesses during the trial of the case in tribunal. 
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INTRODUCTION relations without actually endangering peoples’ lives. By

Every man is enemy to every man, man seeks bodies in dealing with security of lives and property have
pleasure and to ensure pleasure he wants power over come under serious weakness and have failed in the
others. But he is not able to assert power over others, hands of some certain governments. Therefore security
since according to Hobbes the bodily and mental powers has come under the orbit of government policies to
of natural man are nearly alike, hence man stands in provide all the necessary institutions that could guarantee
natural fear of each other [1]. the security of people. 

The above statement confirms that in the state of Therefore in the name of the same national security,
nature, national security issue was very important that government have built up enormous official bureaucracy
people went into contract to set up a government that devoted to secrecy, intelligence gathering including
would ensure the security of their lives and property. spying, surveillance, repression and behind-the-scene
With the formation of government, it became apparent operations [2], the influence of this bureaucracy on other
that government should create an institution and aspects of governance and the lives of the population has
structures that would deal with matters of security. By been tremendous. National security has acquired cloak
this, they set up the arms of the state police, other law and dagger image because of the overwhelming power
enforcement agents, laws that govern human conducts vested on them. There are instances in which members of
and make polices that try to improve human social security agents can take the law into their hands by

this, one can add that the efforts of these governing
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killing, maiming, torturing and kidnapping presumed that once the term is mentioned, it evokes a lot of passion
opponents and destroy property without being called to and emotion. This is because security is a multifaceted
account. Issues like these however constitute serious concept that goes beyond protecting of lives and
security threats to national sovereignty and it is against property to included freedom from anxiety, hunger,
this background that the Army, Police, Prisons, sickness, restriction, decision and choice.
Immigration, Customs and SSC are drafted to provide Security like most fundamental concepts, is
security to the nation. ambiguous and elastic in its meaning, thus, it

Meanwhile, national security has come to mean encompasses so many things. It has been noted that
protecting the pattern of politics defined by one’s own individuals in most cases differ in their tolerance for
ideology [2]. In other words, it is a cherished value uncertainty, ability to live with anxiety and possibily
associated with the physical safety of individuals, groups possess the capacity to endure in a precarious situation.
or nation states, together with a similar safety of their To this extent, one can say that one person’s security
other most cherished values. The implication of this may be another person’s insecurity. Therefore it is against
statement goes to show that in a strict sense and more this background that it appears difficult to define what
importantly, security has a subjective sense, which can be constitute national security or security of people. In spite
measured by the absence of fear that threat, anxiety or of that however, [2] defines security to include a state of
danger will materialize. By this, it is viewed as a value mind not necessarily an objective state of being.
associated with confidence in physical safety and other According to him, it describes how people feel, not
most cherished values. whether they are justified in feeling that way. It depends

It is against this background that security defines the on the perceptions that people have of their environment,
political rights, economic needs, socio-cultural rights and not necessarily on an objective view of that environment.
religious rights of people in any given state. In other For [3], security is the freedom from danger or
words, we have seen on number of occasions in which damage whether physical or emotional is imperative to
political parties in Nigeria have used security men to electoral process. Therefore, elections in Nigeria are full of
conduct elections. This explains the interconnection acrimony and fraught with dangers, hence election
between security and politics hence the ability to control security has been a major challenge to both the election
the security forces depends on the party that wins the umpire and the citizenry as political parties and their
elections. Therefore, this synergy makes every security supporters face different kinds of threat. This is
agent susceptible to political manipulation, thereby practically so, because the security or national security
constituting serious problems to the management of has appeared to be a fluid concept collaborating with the
elections in Nigeria. above statement however, [2] opines that the concept of

However, it is expected that the intervention of national (security in short) has acquired a mystique. In the
security forces would be necessary at all stages of the minds of most people therefore, the concept has become
electoral process and concerns all key stakeholders as mystical, mythical and even mysterious. The mystification
well.  This   is   to   ensure   the   integrity  of  the  electoral of the concept of national security according to him has
process, the security forces are responsible, at every given rise to intellectual uncertainty, analytical confusion,
stage of the process, for the protection of persons and paradigmatic disorder and theoretical importance. In other
property, election materials, officials and institutions words, it requires mental stability to carefully scrutinize
involved in the process. Nigeria electoral system has the concept. This is because it (national security) may
fallen short of these expectations in the 2015 general mean the same thing to different people, it may mean
elections in Ebonyi state which have proven that security different things to different people or it may not have any
agents could collaborate with politicians to commit meaning at all. 
electoral violence. Be that as it may, its fluidity has provided a

Building the Conceptual Framework: The concept of because of its inter-lucking variables such as food
national security or what constitute national security is a security, sports security and election security, it is based
very difficult one to pin down to a strait-jacket definition on this that our analysis endeavours to accentuate that
essentially because the term or concept has come to refer Nigeria’s national security has not been able to promote
to a gamut of inter-locking variables or trends so much so election security.

theoretical ineptitude for conceptualization, essentially
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Objectives of the Study: This study took a detailed violence and frauds. The elections were contested by
analysis of how national security has helped in ensuring multiparty structure, comprising the ruling People’s
the safety of people during and after elections and come Democratic Party, Labour Party (LP), All Progressive
up with specific objectives among which are: to examine Grand Alliance (APGA) and the All Progressive Congress
the role of the police to the management of 2015 general (APC) as the major political parties. However, the pre-
elections, to evaluate while Nigeria police became election activities were characterized with campaign full of
susceptible to political manipulation and complacent with violence with remarkable high death rate. In Ohaozara
the protection of lives and property during the election. Local Government Area, there was a report of Mr. Ifeanyi

Sources and Methodolgy:  The  methodology  adopted  in of supremacy between the contending People’s
this  work  is   secondary   method.   Our  data were Democratic Party and Labour Party on 3  March, 2015 [2].
sourced from textbooks, newspapers and internet. These Indeed, in February2015, Aro Gilbert holds that Mr.
data were analyzed through the application of content Arisi was shot dead in Labour Party rally in Ejikwu
analysis. Primary School, Owutu Edda with seven persons injured

Theoretical Prespective: This work is centered on power destroyed properties include; three thousand plastic
theory to elucidate the interconnection between electoral chairs, two tents, forty-five canopies and other campaign
violence and the use of security forces. Power is the bill boards belonging to Labour Party and vehicle were
ability to influence or outright control of the behaviour of destroyed by the PDP thugs in Ohaozara. In Ohaukwu
people. In other words, the use of power need not involve and Ikwo Local Government Areas, the APGA Campaign
force or threat of force. Power theorists contend that Offices were burnt down during the electoral campaign
conflict must arise and must persist as few states, people [6]. While in Onueke in Ezza South and Ikwo, the
or nations surround their sovereignty, rights and action campaign team of the Labour Party Senatorial Candidate
to a higher authority that could guide them. In other was severely attacked and in Afikpo South there was
words, the responsibility of each state is to promote the blood shed among the PDP thugs and Labour Party
interests of its people against the opposition of other loyalties.
groups anywhere in the world. It was against these odds that Assistant Inspector

Power theory originates from classical political theory General of Police in charge of zone 6 Calabar on his visit
and shares both theological and biological doctrines to Ebonyi State noted that the state has the highest
about an apparent weakness and individualism inherent number of electoral violence and offences in the zone [3].
in human nature [4]. In fact, this theory traces the root of The CLEEN Foundation Security Threat Assessment as
conflict to a flaw in human nature which is seen to be published in March 2015 listed Ebonyi State among the
selfish and engaging in the pursuit of personalized self top 15 states being on the red threat of electoral violence.
interest defined as power. This explains the level of Therefore, incidences of election violence during the
interests vested in 2015 general elections in Ebonyi state election preparation led credence to the Party rivalry
where political actors were duly involved in a cut throat between PDP and LP. The height of this violence was the
politics. Against this odd, political actors in Ebonyi state burning down of Ebonyi State House of Assembly
were seen using every means including illegal police and Chambers and the Account Department [3]. The outcome
soldiers to intimidate the electorates to their advantage. of the incidence led to the counter accusation between

It is however based on the excessive desire for state the two parties. 
powers that this theory becomes apt in our analysis in However, these were internal disloyalty within the
this study. This is because power theorists opined that it PDP Chieftains as the then Governor Martin N. Elechi who
is the “competitive progress” between actors primarily was accused of funding Labour Party following his
defined as states is the natural expression of conflict by disaffection in the candidature of Engr. David Umahi had
parties engaged in the pursuit of scarce and competitive been passed vote of no confidence. The result of which
interests, [5]. was the purported impeachment procedure instituted

The Overview of the 2015 General Elections in Ebonyi indiscriminately issued to the governor sparked a lot of
State: The 2015 General Elections in Ebonyi state face-off between the LP and PDP members in the state
presented litmus test of elections full of irregularities, House of Assembly. Moreover, the judicial proceedings

Onu who was shot dead by political thugs on the account

rd

and properties worth millions of naira destroyed, [2]. The

against him. In other words, the impeachment threats
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were equally disrupted as the PDP faction that wanted to country. Concerns prevailed when few weeks to the
obtain injunction to stop the gubernatorial primaries were elections; the INEC announced that it has not been able
attacked by thugs. to distribute up to seventy per cent of the Permanent

During the election, there were cases of snatching of Voters Cards (PVC). Hence, politicians and party
ballot boxes, multiple thump printing by voters, supporters began to lobby for speedy distribution of the
intimidation, military impersonation and rigging. Indeed, PVCs. There were many reports of theft and illegal
it was surprising how police on duty became susceptible possession of multiple voters’ cards by some politicians
and collaborated with some political parties to rig the who were arrested by the security agencies prior to the
election. election days. Information released by INEC shows that

Unhealthy Political Rivalry andIts Security Implications geopolitical zones is as follows: South West 63.68%;
in Ebonyi State: Curbing unhealthy political contestation South South 63.9%; South East 49%; North East 78%;
before, during and after elections and its attendant North West 77% and North Central 52%.
security challenges are one of the most complex tasks The South East was the most affected zone in the
facing the Nigeria Police Force, governments at all levels INEC abysmal distribution of voters’ cards. This aroused
and indeed every other security agencies. Violence during fear and suspicion amongst major political parties in the
elections is almost an inevitable phenomenon especially country. For instance, in Ebonyi state, the Labour Party
in Ebonyi State where intimidation and power politics (LP) and People’s Democratic Party (PDP) accused each
often mar the process. The 2015 election is particularly other of hijacking the voters’ cards distribution process
interesting because of the intrigues, maneuvering and in the state, each party alleging that the other has planned
political drama that ensured between the PDP candidate to use the delay in distributing the cards to favour their
David Umahi and Chief Martin Elechi, the former Governor party in the elections. On the other hand, the general
of the state. The election build ups  were  characterized by public suspected almost every other person including the
high tension in both states and the federal level soon after INEC Chairman and Prof. Atahiru Jega. In fact the delay in
the Independent National Electoral Commission the distribution of the PVCs especially in the South East
announced the dates for the polls. was seen as a calculated attempt by the All Progressive

The preparation for the general election was amidst Congress (APC) to deny the South East and South South
increasing concerns of high level of insecurity in the the opportunity of re-electing Goodluck Jonathan and as
elections days and the days immediately after. The such pave the way for Northerners to elect General Buhari
concerns were worsened by continued insurgent attacks who is also from the same geopolitical zone as the INEC
in the North East, increased militant activities in the South Chairman. These confusions and apprehensive
South and incursion by cattle herdsmen in South East, atmosphere further challenged and defied all security
political assassinations and proliferation of Small and arrangement as parties and individuals could no long trust
Light Weapons (SALWs) which fueled the fear of any of the security agencies. As a result they resorted to
possible clashes, [7]. The federal government proactively devising means of protecting their rights and interests
deployed heavy presence of military and police security including the use of violence and threats. 
personnel to the states [7]. For instance, about 30, 000 and On the part of the Nigeria Police, the immediate past
73, 000 military and security agents were deployed to Ekiti Force Public Relations Officer, ACP Frank Mba reported
State and Osun State Governorship Elections that the Police had commenced the training of its officers
respectively. The elections held between June and and men on election policing ahead of the 2015 polls. In
August 2014 were adjudged free and fair while INEC and Kaduna, Kano, Katsina and Sokoto states, inter-party and
its staff were applauded for such uncommon performance. intra-party tension and contentions were deepening,
At least it was better than the previous elections. cases of defection and counter defections increased

Although the elections in Ekiti and Osun were drastically between the two major political parties. In
successful, however it could not win the general public Kaduna, there was disagreement within PDP as to the
confidence over the INEC’s readiness for the 2015 general adoption of President Goodluck Jonathan as their
elections. It was also perceived that the government may candidate for the 2015 Presidential Elections. APC on the
not be able to replicate similar security strength in each other hand had reconstituted its regional leadership and
state as it lacks the ability and capacity to provide held a mobilization rally in Sokoto in September 2014. ‘In
adequate security in all the polling units across the Akwa Ibom there have been questions about the security

collection / distribution of the PVCs across the
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implications of the recent seemingly politically motivated The presence and impact of activities of the military,
killings in the state. PDP top politician Engineer police and other security agencies in Ebonyi state like
Akaninyene Ukpanah was killed while some other others in the South-East, has become accepted given the
politicians escaped assassination attempts’ [7]. potent threats of Boko Haram insurgency in the South-

Before the elections, the general belief in Ebonyi East. Also, the lingering Ezza-Ezillo communal clashes
State was that it is the turn of the Ebonyi South Senatorial have equally accentuated the need for strong presence of
zone to produce the next governor of the State and the security and military forces to diminish the possibility of
people of the old Afikpo Division had started mobilizing relapse to conflicts. In the early stage of the 2015 election
support for power-shift to the area. Moreover, Governor preparation, there were developments in the State House
Martin Elechi, had on a number of occasions expressed of Assembly over the impeachment move against the
support for the Ebonyi South zone to produce his former Governor Chief Martin Elechi and Hon. Chukwuma
successor. Governor Martin Elechi was also gearing up to Nwazunku, former Speaker Ebonyi State House of
represent Ebonyi Central in the Senate, thereby possibly Assembly. The squabbles started as soon as Governor
scuttling the ambitions of many political heavy weights in Elechi lost the party structure to his deputy Engr. David
the state. While Chief Martin Elechi hoped that his Umahi who later won the PDP Gubernatorial primary. 
successor will come from the South zone of the state, he As was to be expected, the mass defection of Elechi’s
never wished that his then Deputy, Engr. David Umahi loyalists gave vent to a plethora of reactions. Frustrated
who is also from the South zone should emerge. Elechi by the unexpected division in the hitherto impregnable
preferred the former Health Minister, Prof. Onyebuchi Ebonyi PDP; those who benefitted from the intrigues in
Chukwu and had prematurely announced his candidature Abuja, unleashed violence and the anti-graft agencies on
without due consultations. Chukwu’s candidature was the state government and its officials. What compounded
vehemently rejected by both partys’ stakeholders and the division was that even as the governor chose to stay
David Umahi’s faction of the PDP. These intrigues back in the party on which he became governor, his heir,
resulted to high tension, political violence and security Chief Nnanna Elechi, became one of the arrowheads of the
risk in the state. mass movement that Labour Party turned out to be [8].

Topmost in the list of risks and security challenges in And while it was becoming obvious by the day that the
Ebonyi state were the inability of electorates to obtain inchoate Labour Party was enjoying mass appeal and
their Permanent Voters Card and register during PVC/CVR gaining political momentum in the state, the remnant PDP
exercises. Secondly, the issue of zoning and political structure resorted to violent attacks, pulling down
balancing is a major risk factor in all elections in Ebonyi billboards. Elechi alleged that, “apart from vandalizing of
state which leads to political assassinations, kidnapping billboards, vehicles and buildings; a prominent young
and thuggery. Regrettably, the security agents in the state man, by name Emeka Nwigboji, was identified in a Labour
are yet to synchronise the nexus between arms Party meeting by a surveillance team of PDP adherents.
proliferation, cultism and electoral violence to enable them The young man was ambushed and stabbed to death on
provide a top-notch security strategies that will help in his way back from the party meeting.” The incident, which
abating the security risks during elections. The rise and occurred in the governor’s Ikwo local government council
dominance of militia groups that operate outside of the on February 3, 2015, became a matter with the Police.
control of the state poses a threat to the secure conduct
of elections. During elections, most politicians find Governor Elechi raised salient issues about the effect
expression in the use of thugs and cultists to intimidate of the intrigues on the party’s prospects. His words:
opponents and voters alike. In some cases these cultists “If as a result of the foregoing atrocities, the electoral
worked along with security agencies with guns and other fortune of the President plummets, who should be
dangerous weapons. Arrests were made only if the thugs held responsible, Martin Elechi or Senator Anyim
and cultists were perceived to be working for opponents Pius Anyim, (the SGF)? If the bank account of local
and to make matters worse; the culprits are often released governments is frozen by the EFCC, such that the
immediately on the instruction of their master(s) without January 2015 salaries of workers are not paid in what
pressing any further charges even if it is a capital offence is the most difficult month of the year, how will the
that is committed. Though it is desirable that there be family members and dependents of such workers,
adequate policing of our elections, however, it amounts to vote in the next elections? If senior government
double standard if security agents are perceived to be functionaries like commissioners, permanent
biased in favour of one party against the other. secretaries, Accountant-General, council chairmen
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become the object of weekly pilgrimage to the EFCC Security operatives however, arrested some youths
and ICPC to their anguish and consternation, how are accused of making attempt to cause mayhem during the
they expected to vote? If innocent people are shot at, election exercise in Itim ward A, Amauru town hall, in
unproved or arrested and stabbed to death in broad Afikpo North LGA of the state. 
daylight by agents of a known political party, how While it is sometimes unclear what actually causes
are their surviving relatives expected to vote? If party electoral violence in Ebonyi state, recent studies have
faithful who have been loyal to the party for a long identified precisely three-fold issues that constitute
time are ignored and a ministerial appointment is electoral violence: ethnicity, religious and regional
given to a decampee of the party, whose atrocities dichotomy often triggered by inordinate political
while in opposition were such that he was denied re- ambitions and economic desires of politicians. A survey
admittance into PDP, how are the party faithful conducted by Dr. Otu Smart showed that there has not
expected to react? How the communities and families been any free and fair election in the state since 1999. The
are whose property were burnt, whose relatives were study further validated the claim that ethnic conflict,
either killed or maimed, react to the elevation of youth restiveness, secret cult activities, unhealthy
criminals? These are some of the burning questions political rivalry, rancour and killings have greatly
that all lovers of PDP must look for answers to? [8] permeated the state political landscape. It has been

observed also that successive governments in the state
Ebonyi State has had its share of political violence in have always used the power of incumbency to determine

the run-up to the 2015 elections. About two people were and shape the direction of security in the state during and
killed in Ikwo following a clash between the supporters of after elections. 
the PDP and Labour Party. The Chairman of the Peoples Ultimately, the “power of incumbency” wielded by
Democratic Party in Ishielu Local Government Area in office holders who sought to intimidate any opposition by
Ebonyi State, Emeka Nworie, was reported killed by deploying state resources and security agencies has also
suspected political thugs in the early hours of Saturday. been found to contribute to the menace of electoral
Police Spokesperson, Chris Anyanwu, confirmed to violence and security risks. It is out of this desperation
Channels Television that Mr. Nworie was attacked in his that politicians lure and lobby security agents with huge
house in Ezzagu where he was shot several times until he sums of money to win their favour. These types of
died. According to Mr. Anyanwu, the incident took place unbalanced and bias security arrangement in any election
at around 3a.m. He said the attackers had asked for money in Ebonyi state will continue to undermine the statutory
from their victim, which was given to them, after which mandate of the police to protect the people, maintain law
they still went ahead to kill him [9]. and order without fear or favour. To ensure effective

In a related development, [10] also reported that in management of security during elections in Ebonyi state,
Ishi Nkwo-Ukawu ward Polling Unit 003 and 007 in Onicha the police and other security agencies should uphold the
LGA, electoral materials were taken away by unknown principles of neutrality and impartiality. They should
persons, who attacked the ad hoc staff and some INEC never take side in deciding who wins an election; rather
officials. At Ngambo-Ukawu ward in Onicha LGA, after their role in the process should be to provide security and
the accreditation exercise, some unknown persons who a level playing ground for all contestants and electorates
identified themselves as party agents disrupted the voting to exercise their civic rights without intimidation.
exercise and made away with the electoral materials
including the ballot papers and 2 ballot boxes. The The Role of Police in Providing Security during
materials were  later  recovered  with  the  efforts  of  some Elections: Since the return of democracy in Nigeria after
vigilant voters who ran after them while the assistant about 30 years of military regime, the conduct of elections
presiding officer said that voting would not continue have always required heavy deployment of police to
again. He stressed that he was the only official present as virtually every polling unit. The reason is not farfetched
the other INEC officials ran away. During the election from the hostile nature of our society and democratic
exercise, one Mike Ojon was killed at Noyo, Ikwo LGA by processes. In the western world, the police play little or no
suspected thugs while another Ocho Monday was role in the conduct of any election, but in Nigeria the
stabbed to death for confronting suspected thugs volatility and immaturity of both politicians and
involved in illegal thumb-printing at Ohage Village Sqare, electorates during elections created the need for heavy
Effium ward 1 in Ohaukwu LGA and the Collation Officer security presence, [11]. The police among other things are
in Nkalagu, Ishielu LGA was also reportedly killed. mandated to provide  security  at  the  polling  stations  to
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ensure that the accreditation, counting and collation of governments at all levels have neglected the police
results are hitch free. They are also charged with the institution leading to its weak operational capacity. Police
responsibility of maintaining peace and order in the failures, also attributed to the endemic corruption in the
polling area to protect electoral officers, arrest any person system, political control of the police by the politicians,
violating law and peaceable conduct of the election. As underfunding, poor welfare programs and inadequate
far as election security is concerned, the police have preparations before the election. Considering the Nigerian
always underperformed in every election. This impacts political structure coupled with the high level of insecurity
voters’ confidence in the elections which accounts for in the country, the police ought to be effectively involved
why there was low turnout of voters in Ebonyi, Bayelsa in all stages of the electoral process i.e. the period before,
and Cross River state in 2015elections. during and after voting. But regrettably, the stakeholders

Because of the lapses in policing our electoral in the conduct of elections (government, police and
process, there have been suggestions from different politicians) most times neglect the period before and after
quarters advocating that the military should be allowed to voting and focus more on providing security for the
complement the effort of the police in elections. About election days. This has been identified as inimical and
75% of respondents in recent survey believed that military detrimental to the electoral process. For example, before
involvement in elections will help discourage desperate voting periods is considered crucial in the electoral
politicians from manipulating the process, [3]. process in that, it is the first step in the process where

In their view, the successful governorship elections voters’ registration exercises are conducted. 
in Anambra, Ondo, Edo and Ekiti points to the fact that In fact it provides the platform for electoral fraud. The
military involvement in an election boosts the confidence most commonly witnessed crime at this stage is the
of voters as they are already thinking that the military registration of under-aged voters. Constitutionally, only
cannot be easily compromised by the politicians. Both adults of 18 years and above are allowed to vote in an
INEC and the federal government have made attempts in election but due to inadequate policing and security
justifying the use of the military in the conduct of election mechanism, politicians use that window to mobilize under-
by citing Bangladesh, Argentina and India as examples of aged children to be registered. This ugly trend is
nations that use military in conducting general elections. particularly prominent in the North where police presence
In Argentina, the military are involved in the distribution are scarcely obvious, ostensibly because of the size of the
of election materials but in other places like India and region and its settlement pattern, the police lack the
Nigeria their roles are limited to just providing security for human resource and logistics to monitor the entire
politicians, electoral officers and voting materials. process. Ghost voters and multiple registrations of voters

The public perception that police and military officers in a single polling unit greatly impact the overall outcome
can guarantee free, fair and credible elections in Nigeria of the elections. The police has crucial role to play at this
showed that there was a widespread understating and stage to ensure that INEC officials involved in the voters
shared public expectations that the police have the registration exercise and politicians adhere strictly to the
responsibility to provide security and ensure that the constitutional provisions and electoral acts guiding the
elections are devoid of fraud and violence, [7]. Despite the registration exercise. This will go a long way to reduce
police abysmal performances during the 2015 elections, violence and regain public confidence in our electoral
there are exceptional cases in which they have proved process.
that the police can indeed provide security if adequately The ultimate role of the police in the election process
equipped for the task. Aside the 6  February 2010 election is to monitor electoral materials and enforce the law byth

in Anambra state, the police has always failed in maintain peace and order. In other words, the common
discharging their electoral duties since 1999. In other practice of diverting electoral materials before, during and
states such as Ebonyi, the police only pay attention to the after voting by private individuals further validates the
capital city (Abakaliki) and other semi-urban centers while arguments that the police connives with politicians to
neglecting the hinterlands. perpetuate electoral fraud. On the after voting period, the

One of the most disturbing developments in the police also lag in providing security. In this sense, the
involvement of the police in our electoral processes is that security needed at this stage does not require only the
they have themselves been engaged in acts of electoral use of the gun but as well monitoring the results to ensure
fraud and crime. The usual explanation to their that they are not uttered before announcing it to the
underperformance and electoral offences is that the public.
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To address these lapses in the policing of our Although the efforts of the commissioner was later
electoral process, there will be the need to  train  and flawed by some irregularities, pockets of violence and
retrain  police  officers  on  election functions, provide killings in the state during the 2015 elections, Ebonyi state
them with  adequate   funding   and  logistics and above could be said to have enjoyed relative calm compared to
all,  create  a  functional  police  welfare programme that the elections in Rivers state where a new commissioner of
will cater for their housing needs, health care and make police was deployed together with other officers from
provisions  for  proper   and   prompt  compensation for Abuja just few days before the polls. [13], reported of gun
the  families  of  officers  who may die in their line of battles, destructions, injuries and deaths before, during
duties.  This  will  increase  the  motivation and and after the polls. For instance, Mr. Samuel Okonta, a
commitment  of   police   officers  to   discharge  their Youth Corps Member serving as INEC ad-hoc staff was
duties lawfully with a minimal temptation to collaborate shot dead in Ahoada Local Government Area of Rivers
with politicians in their electoral fraud just for the pea- state during the Legislative rerun elections. The violence
nuts they will offer. Equally important in management of was so intense that INEC had to suspend elections in
our security system during elections is the posting of eight out of the 23 LGAs. Instead of the police taking
police officers. Police officers are often posted to different charge of security situation, it was well-armed political
states for elections; most times these officers are visiting thugs that were dictating proceedings. The hoodlums
the state for the first time. Insufficient knowledge of the ambushed and murdered both civilians and security
place of duty is detrimental to the conduct of elections; agents including an army major and three other soldiers.
such officers have to rely on the politicians first for their By this, it is glaring how election policing failed in Rivers
own personal safety and movement round the polling state irrespective of the additional 6, 000 officers posted
area. to the state to provide security during the polls. Governor

To remedy this, officers should be posted weeks Wike accused the police of deliberately posting officers
before the elections to enable them familiarize with the that will compromise security in the state. Wike’s outcry
people and understand the nature of the place. This will during the 56  annual general conference of the Nigeria
not only help the police in their duties, it can as well Bar Association indicates the suspicion associated in
provide an ample opportunity for INEC to gain a prior deploying officers from Abuja among politicians. 
knowledge of the security challenges in the area before
elections to enable them make adequate preparations to Strategic Approaches toward Curbing Electoral Violence
confront them by working together with the police. and Impunity Culture in Ebonyi State: The causes of
Indeed, it will help the police to strategize and to identify electoral violence in Nigeria have been articulated in this
areas where heavy security is required to enable them paper. Although not exhaustive, the salient issues were
distribute their resources and post their men accordingly. discussed especially as it affects electoral violence and
In addition, it could be argued here that until and unless security management in Ebonyi state. As already
police officers already conversant with the polling areas established in the conceptual build up to this study,
are deployed to monitor elections; electoral fraud may electoral violence represent all forms of violence, it could
linger as the new officers who are usually posted few be physical, psychological, administrative, legal or
days to the elections will continue to compromise. In structural, at different stages of electoral process. The
Ebonyi state for instance, the police was able to uncover paper also finds that election participants, voters, INEC
plots by politicians to disrupt the 2015 election. The and security agents all contribute in perpetrating violence,
discovery was possible because the commissioner of fraud and breach of security in elections.
police in the state understood the environment and its Ebonyi political history in recent times has become
unique  security   challenges which   helped   him  deploy replete with violence. Electoral violence in the state is
about 4,500 policemen across the state during the polls. often termed intra-party or inter-party rivalry before,
The words of the commissioner of police, Mr. Dikko during and after elections. And this has not augured well
Maigari: “Intelligent reports at the disposal of the police for the political development and sustenance of
command indicates that politicians are preparing and are democracy in the state. It appears that the culture of
procuring the services of all shades of characters to impunity and electoral violence have come to stay in the
disrupt the 2015 elections and assist them achieve their state as elections of 1999, 2003, 2007, 2011and 2015 were
political ambitions” [12]. violence ridden.

th
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In fact what was on display in Ebonyi state during internalised. Most people seem to be aware of the causes
the 2015 election was pure anarchy and total breakdown of political violence but possess little or no knowledge of
of law and social order. Politicians and their supporters the consequences it posed to our political development.
were on the loose and keen to unleash mayhem on the The society needs to be educated on the functions of
people. Many were disenfranchised as ballot boxes were INEC and how they can collaborate with other agencies of
snatched by thugs working for either PDP or Labour Party the government to stamp out intimidation, fear and all
(LP). In Ndiagu Enyimagu ward 1 for instance a prominent forms of electoral violence. This can be achieved through
politician from the area requested that his thugs should various platforms of socialization, namely: the family,
snatch the ballot box and electoral materials allotted to schools, civil society groups, religious institutions, the
Ndiagu/Ebe polling unit. One of the boys involved in the mass media and peer group. Governments should take
act confessed that they were paid to bring the ballot box time to study and understand the political orientation and
to the compound of the politician. Unfortunately, it was sociology of the various ethnic divides in Ebonyi state so
police attached to this polling unit that were the ones that as to tailor its political education programmes towards
accompanied the thugs to deliver the ballot box and changing the people’s specific pattern of thought that
materials to the sponsor of the hoodlums. Up until now stimulates violence. One of these perceptions and
none of the perpetrators have been arrested or tried for ignorable thoughts is the idea of sharing the national
the electoral fraud. cake. An average Nigerian believes that politicians who

It is against this backdrop therefore, that this paper are privileged to occupy any political office is there to
hereby articulates some of the strategic measures with enjoy his own share of the national cake, so whatever
which to curb the culture of impunity and electoral crime he commits while in office is almost justified and
violence. Scholars such as [14] notes that the political never seen as punishable offence by the public. This to a
Eldorado which Nigeria seeks will remain a mere wish if large extent encourages impunity and lawlessness and
those who perpetuate and benefit from electoral violence most be corrected through structured orientation and
are never prosecuted. As long as the Nigerian society and political education programmes that promotes
its social system perhaps being structured to celebrate transparency, accountability, justice and fair play. 
those who oppress the masses as heroes; electoral Similarly, efforts should also be intensified towards
violence might continue unabated. Some analysts have enlightening the electorates on the dangers of demanding
suggested a special offenses commission to try electoral for peanuts before voting for candidates, because leaders
offenders. On the contrary, lawyers argue that there are who buy their way into public offices are not likely to be
already enough provisions for the prosecution of people’s choice and may not be accountable; they will not
offenders in the extent laws which criminalize violence, embark on developmental programmes that will impact the
killing and arson. What is lacking however is the political peoples’ lives, but rather they will divert public resources
will on the side of the government and enforcement to off-set debts incurred during campaigns. It is important
agencies to prosecute these offenders. To curb electoral for government to discourage “money politics” by setting
violence in Ebonyi state let the state and the federal a benchmark for the amount of money a politician or
government immediately commence investigation into the political parties can spend in an election. This practice has
killing and destructions in the 2015 elections and already been adopted in developed democracies such the
prosecute those responsible for ballot box snatching, USA and United Kingdom. In these two countries,
killings and other forms of violence to deter others from politicians are not allowed to just borrow or source money
engaging in such callous acts. There are other ways the and spend; the government monitors all sources of party
government can curb the act of electoral violence in income whether by donation or levy to ensure that those
Ebonyi state and indeed Nigeria and strengthen our election candidates and their party managements comply
democratic governance. According to [8] electoral with the regulation. Offenders who exceed the benchmark
violence can be stopped via agenda –setting, character are disqualified and prosecuted accordingly. 
change of the elites; and above all political orientation. In all, these strategies can help prevent electoral
Political orientation is paramount to establishing crimes in Ebonyi state as it promises to help government
formidable democratic institutions. This is so because it in controlling the desperation of some politicians who
is through political education that political cultural values source money through illegal means to fund their
and behavioural pattern of the society are imbibed and campaigns. With this, bribery and recruitment of political
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thugs can also be reduced because the parties will be prosecution of electoral offenders and all extant laws that
mandated by the regulatory agency that will be criminalize violence as their strategic tools for fighting the
established to conduct all their financial transactions via lingering electoral crimes.
bank accounts to enable the agency keep track of incomes
and disbursement of funds. REFERENCES
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